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Lately I’ve had this irritating thing occur more often than I like. It goes like this: I feel irritated about 

something someone did or I observe someone doing something quite irrational (I would write “stupid” but 

one time when I used that word in public a little boy whispered to his mother, “He said stupid, Mom.” So I 

will avoid calling it what I think it is at the time.) 

When I share these things with Vicki I suddenly feel very hypocritical (again the “S” word seems to fit) 

because the very character flaw/defect of which I am telling Vicki is a character flaw/defect I have recently 

revealed in my own behavior. 

I believe that is the Matthew 7.3-5 passage being played out. (“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in 

your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let 

me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first 
take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s 

eye.” Matthew 7:3-5)  

Ever wonder why we see some flaws so clearly in others? Chances are it is because we are seeing their flaws 

and sins through our own flaws and sins. And when seen through our sins and defects, other’s are always 

magnified – made to look bigger than they are. 

Maybe we need to do this so that we feel more justified about our own failures. 

What all of this continues to do for me is force me to squarely face that which I least want to admit in myself. 

And I have little doubt God places people and circumstances like these in my life precisely so that I have to 

face that which I like least about myself. He does this because He has promised to make me into the image 

of His Son. 

A Question for you this week: Where is Matthew 7.3-5 being played out in your life right now? 

  

  

This Sunday 
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Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent and we will see, along with 

the prophet Isaiah, a beautiful dream of God. I invite you to join me in looking at this. Our Scripture Lesson 

comes from Isaiah 2.1-5.  

Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share this worship time with them! 

  

Offering for the Month of December: Luke House  

The Luke House Community Meal Program is staffed by nearly 40 faith communities from around the city. 

Each one takes responsibility for one meal a month – preparing the food, serving the food, and sharing the 

meal. On the second Thursday of every month Crossroads Church members prepare a delicious ham dinner for 

over 100 guests. The Luke House meal is a great way to work together for a good cause.  

  

This Week 

 UnAshamed Youth 

This Wednesday - December 4:  

The Chase: Following Jesus means unfollowing 

something else  

For more detailed information and if you have any questions, 

please contact:  

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: 

crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com or call/text: (608) 335-

2785 

  

   

KINGDOM KIDS  
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This Wednesday - December 4:  

Go and Tell: The Antioch Church 
Helped 

For more detailed information and if you have any questions, 

please contact:  

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: 

crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com or call/text: (608) 335-

2785 

  

  

Women’s Church Brunch  

Thursday, December 5th at 9:30 AM  

“Immanuel: God With Us”. We will hear stories from Martha and 

Mary about how they have felt God’s presence working in their lives in 

times of uncertainty.  

Christ’s coming brings us hope, joy and peace. Look for His Light 

breaking through the darkness in our world. 

If desired, please feel free to bring a pair of warm mittens or a hat to add 

to our centerpiece Christmas Bags.  

This event is sponsored by Coffee Break, but all women of the church 

and community are invited.  

If you have any questions, Contact Shirley. 
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Coming Up 

  

The Christmas Time Machine 

Crossroads’ own drama team will present the Christmas Story when 

Modern Day meets 1
st
 Century. 

Join them on  

Sunday, December 15, 2019 

9:30 a.m. 

  

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

  

  


