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These past days are the test of landscaping, drainage systems, tiles and sump pumps. Where any of these fail 

water problems will appear. To say it has been wet here the past two days is an understatement. Fields and 

basements are flooded. Hay bales and carpets have become incubators of mold. Streams of water can be seen 

almost wherever you go, and something as simple as letting the dogs out has become tiresome as they act 

like little boys or girls playing in the mud. Baths are required. 

Needless to say, days like these can seem overwhelming and discouraging as plans are often laid aside and 

replaced by “more urgent matters”. Dinner with the youth turns into pulling up carpet and vacuuming water. 

It can be difficult to find something positive in this “fast melt” of so much snow. 

Yet, I am reminded of Isaiah 55.10-11  

As the rain and the snow 

            come down from heaven, 

   and do not return to it 

            without watering the earth 

   and making it bud and flourish, 

            so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

   so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

            It will not return to me empty, 

   but will accomplish what I desire 

            and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

Among other things, all this water is watering the soil and replenishing water tables and lakes, and as such it is 

a reminder that God’s promises – His words – never fall empty. What God says is accomplished, and what 

He promises He makes happen. 
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God never lives in a moment in which He thinks, “Oh, I should never have said that.” or “I’m not going to be 

able to carry through on that promise.” 

The great news in all of this is that when Jesus says, “. . . And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age.” (Matthew 28.20b) it becomes a reality. Jesus is with me whether I feel it (experience it) or not. 

And when God invites me to come to Him in my worst of moments with these words, “Let them turn to the 

LORD, and he will have mercy on them, 

            and to our God, for he will freely pardon.” (Isaiah 55.7b) I can know with absolute surety that I am 

forgiven, made right with God. 

All this water can feel overwhelming, and in these moments of feeling helpless and discouraged we can know 

it is in times of weariness and defeat like these that God’s power and strength are carrying us through. 

And it is then you and I begin to understand why Isaiah also adds,  

“You will go out in joy 

            and be led forth in peace; 

   the mountains and hills 

            will burst into song before you, 

   and all the trees of the field 

            will clap their hands.” (Isaiah 55.12) 

I pray that when your shoes and socks are soaked, your feet are freezing, your back is aching and you wonder 

what in the world you have all this stuff for anyway the reality of Isaiah 55 will become yours! 

  

Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. This Sunday is the second Sunday in Lent. Our Bible reading is from 

Genesis 15.1-21. We see how life can be lived trusting even when things seem barren and God’s promises do 

not seem to be fulfilled. I look forward to seeing you! Make worship a priority this week – someone is 

depending on you to share this worship time with them! 

  

Offering for the Month of March: InterVarsity 

InterVarsity’s vision is to see students and faculty transformed, campuses renewed, and world changers 

developed.  



For over 75 years they have had a vital presence on hundreds of college campuses, courageously proclaiming 

Jesus as Lord and Savior, engaging in discipleship around Scripture, and loving people of every ethnicity and 
culture. 

  

Education for all Ages: Join us after the service for education classes. 

  

Today 

The Fellowship Committee will be hosting Chili and a Movie after the service this Sunday! 

 

This Week 

Unashamed Youth 

All youth 6th-12th grades are invited to join us on Wednesday nights 6:15-
7:45PM! Our goal is to help young men and women grow spiritually and have fun 

while learning. Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday – March 20th:   

Senior Shares: Reed 

For more detailed information and if you have any questions, please contact: 

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com 

  

  

  

KINGDOM KIDS 

All children ages 4 through 5th grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on Wednesday 
nights 6:15-7:45PM. 
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We have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and super fun games! We 
encourage you to invite and bring friends along with you! 

Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday – March 20th:  

Unit 3: Josiah Reads God’s Word 

  

  

  

Thursday Morning Coffee Break 

Every Thursday morning 9:00-10:45AM Studying a Coffee Break international 
bible study The Book of Mark 

  

This Week‼ 

AAA Driver’s Safety Class: Come sign up for AARP’s Smart Driver Course! You will learn defensive 

driving techniques, proven safety strategies, and new traffic laws and rules of the road. It will be held on  

Wednesday, March 20th, 9am-1pm, at Crossroads Church. Please call the church (608.222.1159) if you are 

interested in this for yourself or someone you love. 

 

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

  

  


