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Snow changes things.  

I awoke this morning to let the dogs out and it was snowing. The grass already was covered in a thin coat of 

white, and more was accumulating. The dogs ran outside, and were much quicker on their return than 

normal. They perhaps had forgotten how quickly the cold permeates their paws. Snow changes things. 

As the sun rose and light infiltrated back yards the white covering gave things a cleaner look. Gone was, or so 

it appeared, the muddy area right outside the patio door. No longer visible were the leaves that had dropped 

since our last raking. The yard looked fresh and spotless. Snow changes things. 

I went to the office and felt a few slippery spots on Hwy 51. Snow changes things. 

Coming home from the office I got behind a driver who, in my opinion, did not trust this first white coat of 

nature, and drove slowly – 35 in a 55. Snow changes things. 

Later in the morning a trip east on 94 revealed large pine trees lining a golf course whose collective needles 

held patches of white, giving a painter’s nature-scape look – beautiful and pure with the sun’s glistening. 

Snow changes things. 

As I drove I observed that my attitude was different this morning. As much as I dislike winter’s cold and 

snow’s work I felt uplifted, more energetic and hope-filled. Snow changes things. 

Perhaps the reason for this is the image God uses for a new or renewed relationship with Him - snow. David, 

in Psalm 51 writes, Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

            wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Psalm. 51:7 and Isaiah presents the desire of God’s heart with 

these words: 

“Come now, let us settle the matter,” 

            says the LORD. 

   “Though your sins are like scarlet, 

            they shall be as white as snow; 

   though they are red as crimson, 
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            they shall be like wool.” Isaiah. 1:18 

Perhaps one of the reasons the first snowfall can even be appreciated by die-hard warm weather lovers like me 

is because deep inside we understand this imagery of needing cleansing from sins, be they obvious or 

hidden, on the surface or deep seated. You and I can feel, without anyone having to tell us, that some things 

are not right with us. You and I know that regardless of how hard we try on our own, we cannot clean up 

ourselves to the level needed for true joy and peace. Only God can! And He wants us to get the picture so 

deeply He uses the stark contrast of the drab or late fall and the beginning of winter – rotten and dying leaves 

to sparkling white. 

Snow changes things and these changes are things of absolute beauty when they remind you and me of the 

change God works in us as we welcome His snow-like covering. 

  

Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. We continue our series Hebrews’ Great Adverb discovering the 

practical instructions to life flowing from Jesus’ work and life. Our Scripture Reading is Hebrews 12. 14-29. 

We look forward to seeing you! Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to 

share this worship time with them!  

  

Offering for the Month of November: Our Denominations’ Relief Organization - Living Justice, Loving 

Mercy, Serving Christ: Compelled by God’s deep passion for justice & mercy, we join communities around 

the world to renew hope, reconcile lives, and restore creation.  

From your Deacons: During the month of November, the offerings will be for World Renew, with it specifically 

going for World Hunger. Each year we have given you the opportunity to give using the Peter Fish Banks for 

world hunger, which is a great tool to encourage your children to give for World Hunger, using the banks. In 
previous years we have given our offering for World Hunger on one given Sunday in November, but this year 

you will have the opportunity to give every Sunday in November either using the Peter Fish Banks or giving 
during the offering time. The Peter Fish are available on the table in the foyer and need to be returned with 

your coins or checks the last week in November. Thank you for your prayers and gifts for those in need of food. 

—-The Deacons and Social Justice Committee   

  

This Week 

November 14th - Scott Gottschalk – author of Nine Lives to Eternity will be presenting “The Making 

of a Transformed Life” - 6:30 p.m.  

        We are so excited to host SCOTT D. GOTTSCHALK on our Youth Night November 14, 

2018, at 6:30 PM.  Scott is simply an awesome speaker appealing to youth of all ages including 

adults – so make it a family night!  We want to invite you, your family and friends to share this 

evening with us.  You won’t want to miss this FREE event.  Please share this event with your 

friends in person and on Facebook, email, etc. 



 

Scott is a very dynamic, full of energy speaker who appeals to young and old alike.  He 

interacts with his audience and totally keeps your attention.  You won’t want to miss this 

opportunity.  He vividly shares with us his amazing life from childhood on into his 50’s and 

challenges us in our own legacy.  One of his books, “Nine Lives to Eternity” is a non-stop 
read.  Scott indicated his theme for the evening is “The Making of a Transformed Life”. 

  

         We suggest you google Scott D. Gottschalk to learn more about him and also check out a 
number of video clips on youtube. 

Unashamed Youth 

All youth 6th-12th grades are invited to join us on Wednesday nights 6:15-
7:45PM! Our goal is to help young men and women grow spiritually and have fun 

while learning. Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday – November 14:   

Speaker: Scott Gottschalk 

For more detailed information and if you have any questions, please contact: 

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com 

  

  

  

KINGDOM KIDS 

All children ages 4 through 5th grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on Wednesday 
nights 6:15-7:45PM. 

We have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and super fun games! We 
encourage you to invite and bring friends along with you! 

Dinner is provided! 
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This Wednesday - November 14:  

Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph   

  

Wednesday Evening Coffee Break 

Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday evening 6:30-7:45PM Studying  

Sermon on the Mount 

  

Thursday Morning Coffee Break 

Every Thursday morning 9:00-10:45AM Studying a Coffee Break international 
bible study The Book of Mark 

  

Get Added to the List 

If someone forwarded you this e-mail, and you are not currently on our church’s “e-mail list” but would like to 

be included in future mailings please send a return e-mail requesting this. 

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

  

  

 


