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It is about 6:15 p.m. Thursday evening. About 10 minutes ago I glanced out my office window and the lighting 

and colors looked surreal. The cause of this dreamlike scene was the dark clouds in the east against the 

bright sunshine clearly piecing an enveloping cloudy western sky. In other words, opposing environments 

meeting to create an atmosphere of tense delight. 

On the one hand the east conveyed a sense of foreboding or threatening atmosphere, while the west seemed 

determined to offer hope and confidence until setting sun. Which mood dominates? Is the storm coming, 

or does the hope radiating from the sunlight give comfort and joy? 

Feels a lot like life to me – days filled with the raw mixture of joy-filled anticipation, all the while interspersed 

with deep anguish and sadness as if impending death were striving to break through. Life with all its 

expressions of joy and sorrow, hope and despair, ease and heaviness. 

It is life with the ecstasy of knowing I am a child of God and He is proud of me, while experiencing the deep 

remorse and regret of actions that still hurt and destroy. 

It is life where the radiant light of forgiveness and new life confront the dark nights of the soul and radically 

recreate a broken soul into the newness of Christ. 

It is life on its head where life filled with political slander, hate-filled words, or broken promises meets the 

risen Jesus who defeated power with sacrifice and service. It is life filled with taking and having, 

possessing and protecting turned upside down by the life of the One who had it all and let it go to be 

stripped of all earthly dignity and civility, and in so doing actually defeated the need to have in order to 

win. 

This evening’s sky reminded me again of the reality that it is not to the strong, nor to the rich and capable 

Jesus offers life, but to the weak, the poor and those incapable of making life work on their own. This kind 

of life always feels surreal, yet it offers real life, and is thus, true reality. 

If your life feels more like tonight’s dark eastern sky than the sunlit west perhaps it is because you are still 

trying to brighten life with self-accomplishment rather than stepping into the newness God’s reality where 

He becomes the light, and life is lived solely in His strength and power. 

The radiance of the west is found in true surrender to the only source of life and power – God Himself.  
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I lift up my eyes . . . where does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and 

earth.        Psalm 121.1-2 

  

Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. We continue our new series Hebrews’ Great Adverb discovering the 

practical instructions to life flowing from Jesus’ work and life. I look forward to seeing you! Make worship a 

priority this week – someone is depending on you to share this worship time with them! 

 

Our Offering: WNWC 102.5 Radio - Their mission is to lead people to Christ and to nurture believers in 

their spiritual growth. 

 

After the Service:  

            It’s time for another family time discussion. Over the past year or so we’ve been setting aside the 5th 

Sunday of the month as a time to spend a little time together as a family talking about issues affecting us all.  

            Over the past couple of months individuals have been taking the remodel ideas expressed at our last 

family meeting and working these into some possibilities. Your Council believes we need to move ahead with 

some remodel work and would like to share these ideas with you and get your feedback.  

            In addition, new development possibilities are growing with the property to our east. These possible 

developments potentially affect our property, and your Council has requested and received some assessments 

on our current property. One possibility for us continues to be the sale of the acres between LaPetite and 

Toby’s.  

            We will meet after the morning service on September 30th. Please put this in your calendars and plan 

on attending. We value your participation. 

 

This Week 

Unashamed Youth 

All youth 6th-12th grades are invited to join us on Wednesday nights 6:15-
7:45PM! Our goal is to help young men and women grow spiritually and have fun 

while learning. Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday - October 3:  



The Hunt  

For more detailed information and if you have any questions, please contact: 

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com 

  

  

  

KINGDOM KIDS 

All children ages 4 through 5th grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on Wednesday 
nights 6:15-7:45PM. 

We have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and super fun games! We 
encourage you to invite and bring friends along with you! 

Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday - October 3:  

The Hunt  

  

  

Wednesday Evening Coffee Break 

Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday evening 6:30-7:45PM Studying  

Sermon on the Mount 

  

Thursday Morning Coffee Break 
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Every Thursday morning 9:00-10:45AM Studying a Coffee Break international 
bible study The Book of Mark 

 

Save the Date 

October 7— Bringing in Autumn with Chili and a Movie (see insert) 

 


