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Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one person 

at a time.  

Now thank we all our God 

with heart and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom his world rejoices; 

who from our mothers’ arms 

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

  

O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

to keep us in his grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills 

in this world and the next. 

  

All praise and thanks to God 
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the Father now be given, 

the Son and Spirit blest, 

who reign in highest heaven— 

the one eternal God, 

whom earth and heaven adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore. 

The above are words from Martin Rinkart’s song, Now Thank We All Our God, a song often sung during the 

upcoming season of Thanksgiving. It is a song that brings images of life filled with “wondrous things”, 

“countless gifts of love”, and a “bounteous God” implying a bounteous life. Yet, this is not the life situation 

out of which this song was originally sung. 

Martin Rinkart was a priest serving in Eilenberg, Germany during the Thirty Year War. A war so costly that 

Germany’s population dropped by almost a third during these 30 years. Eilenberg was invaded numerous 

times during these thirty years resulting in massacres, heavy tribute payments from an impoverished people 

and disease. In the year 1637, Martin Rinkart conducted more than 4,000 funerals – sometimes as many as 

40-50 in a day. 

By the time the war was over half of Martin’s family had died. 

Yet, out of all the hardship comes Now Thank We All Our God. 

In this song, Martin Rinkart conveys the power of saying “Thank You!” In saying “Thank You!”, be it to God 

or to someone who opens the door for you or carries your groceries to your car, you and I acknowledge that 

this story of life is not primarily about you and me; this is fundamentally a story about God.
1
 It is the story 

about a God who gives grace when you and I are helpless. He gives mercy when you and I deserve death. He 

extends love when you and I are most unlovable. And He does so unconditionally lest you and I get the idea 

that life is about us – about our successes, or our accomplishments leading to deserving God’s goodness. 

This may be the very reason the Apostle Paul writes, “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will 
for you in Christ Jesus.” (1Thessalonians 5:18 ), and “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” (Philippians 4:6) 

I don’t know about you, but when I realize life is not first of all about me and my situations, but it is simply a 

small part of God’s story my perspective is radically changed! Things become clearer and less complex 

when life is God’s story rather than mine. I pray this is true for you as well. 

  

1
Once again the thoughts for this week’s writing originate from Samuel Wells and can be found in Learning to 

Dream Again: Rediscovering the Heart of God, Canterbury Press. 2013. pp. 153-159. 

  



Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. We continue our series Hebrews’ Great Adverb discovering the 

practical instructions to life flowing from Jesus’ work and life. Our Scripture Reading is Hebrews 12. 1-3. We 

look forward to seeing you! Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share 

this worship time with them!  

  

Offering for the Month of October: Bread of Life - Cultivating attitudes, skills and practices that transform 

lives, organizations, and communities.  

  

This Week 

Unashamed Youth 

All youth 6th-12th grades are invited to join us on Wednesday nights 6:15-
7:45PM! Our goal is to help young men and women grow spiritually and have fun 

while learning. Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday - October 31:  

The Carving  

For more detailed information and if you have any questions, please contact: 

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com 

  

  

  

KINGDOM KIDS 

All children ages 4 through 5th grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on Wednesday 
nights 6:15-7:45PM. 
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We have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and super fun games! We 
encourage you to invite and bring friends along with you! 

Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday - October 31: 

The Carving    

  

  

Wednesday Evening Coffee Break 

Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday evening 6:30-7:45PM Studying  

Sermon on the Mount 

  

Thursday Morning Coffee Break 

Every Thursday morning 9:00-10:45AM Studying a Coffee Break international 
bible study The Book of Mark 

  

Save the Date 

October 28—New Member’s Class at Pastor Doug’s and Vicki’s: We will spend time becoming acquainted 

with basic tenets of the Reformed Faith, with the history of Crossroads Church that has made us who we 

are, and dis-covering what membership in Crossroads Church involves. If you have questions about this 

class, are interested in membership at Crossroads, or are just curious contact Pastor Doug by e-mail at 

pastor@crossroadscrc.org or by phone (608-469-0503) 

 

November 7
th
 - We Are Leo is a ministry focused band that sings about God’s love and finding hope in the 

everyday. They will be in concert at Crossroads on November 7th. Please mark your calendars and 

begin praying for whom you will invite to this wonderful, life changing evening. (see insert) 
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November 14
th

 - Scott Gottschalk – author of Nine Lives to Eternity will be presenting “The Making of a 
Transformed Life” - 6:30 p.m.  

         Scott Gottschalk was not only an Agriculture Education Instructor, but for more than thirty years he has 

served as an International Consultant. He has globe-trotted across all seven continents, including 

Antarctica, and more than forty countries, providing service in exotic locations such as Siberian Russia, 

Uganda, Lebanon, and Afghanistan.  

        Experienced in live audience communications, Scott Gottschalk has captivated audiences across our 

planet with his motivational and passionate inspirational messages. You won’t want to miss this‼ (see 

insert)  

  

Get Added to the List 

If someone forwarded you this e-mail, and you are not currently on our church’s “e-mail list” but would like to 

be included in future mailings please send a return e-mail requesting this. 

  

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

  

  

[if you no longer wish to receive these weekly e-mails please send a return e-mail with 

"unsubscribe" in the "subject" line. If you enjoy these, consider passing them on to someone who 

may be encouraged as well] 

 


