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Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one person 

at a time. 

  

I first became acquainted with the 12 steps of AA more than 30 years ago from a friend in Michigan who had 

been sober for more than 20 years. Since then I have met many who attribute changed lives to fellow men 

and women who share these 12 steps. 

One of the things that continues to impress me about those who live by these 12 steps is their commitment to 

redo various steps. Four of these steps often redone on a regular basis are 4 – 7. The are as follows: 

     4. Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves. 

     5. Admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the exact nature of our wrongs. 

     6. Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character. 

     7. Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. 

Growing up our religious tradition was that the week before every celebration of the Lord’s Supper the 

congregation was instructed to “examine his life and, considering his own sin and the wrath of God on it, 

be sure that he humbles himself in repentance before God.” 

This “Preparatory” instruction went on to speak of the need for reconciliation with fellow neighbors prior to 

coming to the Lord’s Table. 

The whole form for this “Preparatory Exhortation” was rather lengthy, and given that, by the time one 

reached adulthood, one had heard it read in its entirety more than 70 times, everyone in the church knew 

the content pretty well. The problem was not in the knowledge of the content of the instruction. It lay in 

the actual practice. As intended by the exhortation, the practice was seldom done. 

Oh, we all prayed for forgiveness of sins. We all confessed our wrongs. We simply did not take responsibility 

for them in the depth that actually caused us to go to a brother or sister and ask for forgiveness. I suspect 

this was due to a great degree because the human mind is extremely adept at placing blame for wrong 

everywhere but with ourselves. Even when we accepted some blame, it was often secondary to “if they 

hadn’t done . . .” 

As I understand the 12 steps of the AA tradition such excusing is not tolerated because one’s work is done with 

a sponsor who has been given the right to call one on the blame game. I also suspect this is why Step 4 

includes the phrase “fearless moral inventory”. 
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This coming Sunday (in less than 48 hours) we again celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 48 hours is not adequate 

time to do a fearless moral inventory – at least not an honest one. However, perhaps this Lord’s Supper 

can be the motivation to begin this terrifying task - to face up to our own deep seated brokenness and sin 

and seek God’s mercy through sharing with at least one person the result of our inventory. 

As daunting as this may sound, the one thing you and I will benefit from through this task is a deeper 

appreciation for the grace and mercy of a God who will not give up on us – even after he sees our fearless 

moral inventory. 

What do you have to lose? 

  

Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. We begin our stroll through the Psalms this as we look at Psalm 2. I 

look forward to seeing you! Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share 

this worship time with them! 

 

As note above, we will also be celebrating the Lord’s Supper together. 

 

Our Offering: 

Luke Society - The Luke Society provides resources and support for international Christian health visionaries 

passionate about ministering to needs in their own cultures. Our ministry empowers nationals to share the 

saving grace of the Gospel through preaching, teaching and healing. 

  

Coming Up  

Sunday Evening: 

The Assemblymen Gospel Quartet will be coming to Beaver Dam on Sunday, June 3rd, at 6:00p.m. for a 

concert at Faith Community Church, 401 Stone St. Their music is much like you’d see and hear on the Gaither 

Homecoming programs or recordings. Please plan to at-tend and invite your friends to this evening which will 

"bring a smile to your face and gladness to your heart." There is no charge for admission -- a freewill offering 

will be received for expenses. 

 

Pray for Synod 2018 - Please pray for the delegates, staff, and deliberations at Synod 2018. From Thursday, 

June 7—Thursday, June 14, approximately 600 delegates and staff of the CRC (Christian Reformed Church) 



and the RCA (Reformed Church of America) will be gathered at Calvin College to partner for global impact 

for the Glory of God. For more information and to sign on to pray, go to crcna.org/synod/prayer.  

Classis Wisconsin’s delegates to Synod 2018 are as follows: Pastors Craig Van Hill and Keith Buist; Elder 

Randy Hendrikse; Deacon Charles Adams.  
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