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Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one person 

at a time. 

Within the past three weeks two men I consider good friends have died. I’ve reached that point in my life when 

funerals are becoming more personal. 

God brought Bill into my life more than thirty years ago when we moved to Muskegon, MI. Bill served with 

me on numerous Councils. Our kids grew up together, and we joked about his boys marrying my girls and 

then having to be in-laws. I recall one Christmas going out together as families to cut our own Christmas 

trees. Our wives had assured us they had everything planned, so we tagged along to be the tree mules. What 

our wives neglected to plan was the tree saws necessary for harvesting a tree. The memory most vivid in my 

mind on that occasion was two husbands freezing in a Michigan winter while our wives were frozen with 

indecision over what tree each wanted. I do not recall a repeat of Christmas tree harvesting in Michigan. 

Both Bill and I tended to be on the practical side in situations like this. 

John entered my life when our oldest daughter inherited him as an in-law. John would have referred to the 

event as becoming an out-law, and our friendship stuck. It is strange how connections are made even though 

meetings are brief and occasional. John is an example of the kindness of God via a distant friend. John had a 

way of being in the moment and never seemingly taking himself too seriously. Being in an occupation where 

colleagues tend to take themselves and life too seriously, I valued that in him. 

Bill’s friendship was exhibited through honesty, through kindness and support. We didn’t agree on everything. 

His perspectives on social issues could be radically different than mine. Yet, he was always willing to 

discuss, and even when the conversation ended with a sigh as he said “I don’t know” we both knew we still 

cared deeply for each other. 

Bill was a quiet servant type. He had a small green house business and always was committed to serving his 

customer. Every Sunday for over 20 years there would always be a fresh arrangement of flowers sitting in 

front of the pulpit supplied by Muskegon Floral. That’s the kind of guy Bill was – consistent and faithful. 

John loved his church and her people. Oh, he could have his opinions, and on occasion these would ruffle a 

few feathers. Yet, the bottom line was John knew that the family of God was the one foundation in life. He 

loved his choir, and one year for my birthday I received a CD recording made by his choir. I often smile as I 

scroll through my iTunes music looking for just the right music. On occasion, I will listen to the choir 

recording, and give thanks for not only John, but all the friends God has given me in life. 

Funerals are becoming more personal lately. They are a reminder of my age, and that I am fast creeping up to 

that “three score and ten” the psalmist writes about in Psalms 90. Funerals are more personal lately in that 

they more deeply remind me of how gracious God has been to me in the friends He has brought into my life. 

Bill and John are simply two of so many. God has been so good to me. 

I was not able to attend Bill’s funeral. Sometimes life places too many commitments in our paths. I don’t know 
if I will be able to be at John’s funeral. Schedules have yet to be set and looked at. Regardless, both Bill and 
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John will always have a place in my heart – a place that causes me again to pause and give thanks to God for 

all His goodness in my life. 

Take some moments today to reflect on all those friends God has placed in your life, and give quiet and 

heartfelt thanks for His goodness! 

  

Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. This Sunday is the Second Sunday of Advent – a time of waiting for 

the coming of Jesus. This coming Sunday the Christmas Musical Away from the Manger will be presented. I 

look forward to seeing you! Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share 

this worship time with them! 

  

Our Offering this Sunday will be for Luke House - The Luke House Community Meal Program is staffed by 

nearly 40 faith communities from around the city. Each one takes responsibility for one meal a month – 

preparing the food, serving the food, and sharing the meal. On the second Thursday of every month 

Crossroads Church members prepare a delicious ham dinner for over 100 guests. The Luke House meal is a 

great way to work together for a good cause.  

  

Coming Up  

 

December 14
th

: 

       Coffee Break Christmas Brunch 

 

December 24
th

:  

       Invite your neighbors and friends to our annual Christmas 

Eve Candle Light Service at 7:30 p.m. 

  

 

 


