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Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one person 

at a time. 

  

I spent much of my week meeting with various pastors. This is one of the roles I have for our Wisconsin 

Classis of Churches (a grouping of area churches in our denomination) – a pastor to the pastors. In meeting 

with these pastors I was reminded that pastors are as human as it gets. Given the stereotype of pastors it is easy 

to forget that they are typical people filled with all the emotions of hurt, joy, disappointment, guilt, anger, love, 

insecurity, pride, humility, hatred, etc. we all experience. 

What we see during the hour or two on a Sunday morning is often the grace of the Holy Spirit’s work, and by 

no means the totality of who they are. Having the privilege of meeting with these pastors in a casual 

environment creates a showcase of reality – of who they really would like to be at any given moment. In this 

situation the pain often surfaces easily. 

My intent in telling you this is not to ask you to be more sensitive to pastors. If you tend to be critical and 

judgmental of them you may need to hear this. However, my intent is to use this to help us see the reality of 

humanity – to see those with whom you work, live, play, and worship as real human beings like yourself. I 

desire to simply call you to reality – that what you see on the outside in the brief period of time you happen to 

interact is most often simply a fraction of the real human being. Be careful not to make judgments too hastily, 

and by all means, remember there is a lot more going on inside than you might imagine. 

Therefore, they, like you, need to be given the benefit of the doubt, and they need people, like yourself, who 

simply care enough to listen without criticism, judgment or condemnation. A gentle listening ear and time 

spent in friendship is a beautiful gift. 

So in all the busyness of the next two weeks, please take time to give someone else the gift of your time and 

your attention. Chances are, although they may never tell you, it may be the best gift they receive this year. 

  

Sunday 

Sunday: This Sunday we hear the Christmas Story in “The Christmas Carol Special Report” as the drama 

team invites us to celebrate God’s love. Plan to invite grand-parents, family members and friends to this year’s 

Christmas presentation. All are invited to the Fellowship Hall after the performance for coffee and treats. 

Please join us! 
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Our second offering will be for Classis Ministries - Classical Ministry Shares helps to provide support for 

various mission projects within Classis Wisconsin such as the 3 new church plants in greater Wisconsin 

communities, educational and training opportunities for members of Wisconsin churches and Scholarship 

funds for Wisconsin Seminary students. 

Just In . . . 

Friday, December 18
th
 at 7:00 p.m. the Spanish Congregation is having a Christmas Dinner at the church and 

you are invited! They would love for you to join them. If you would like to attend please let me know (e-mail, 

phone call, etc.) so they can properly prepare. 

Join Us 

  Kingdom Kids                                                                                        

   All children ages 4 through 5
th
 grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on every Wednesday night from 6:15 -7:45 

pm.  Snacks are provided for all. In addition, we have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and some super fun 

games. Invite your friend to come too. 

  Unashamed Youth 

Please join us every Wednesday night from 6:15 – 7:45 pm.  Our goal is to help the boys and girls grow 

spiritually and have a night of fun and learning.   

Our focus is Sharing Your Faith using the word GOSPEL as our source. 

If you have any questions for any of the youth activities, please contact Pastor Ryan by e-mailing or calling 

him. 

Men’s Life Breakfast 

    The Men’s Life Breakfast will meet for their breakfast meeting this Saturday, December 19
th

 at 7:30 

am.  Men’s Life exists to support men in their walk with Christ. We come together for breakfast to discuss the 

issues and problems that are common to men, to support each other, to pray for one another, and to glorify 

God. All men   of all ages are welcome. Please RSVP to Mark if you are able to attend this month’s 

meeting.  We hope you will join us.   

Dominican Missions            

2016 Dominican Republic Mission Trip 

Adult Dates: June 25th - July 2nd (application deadline - December 14, 2015) 

Youth Dates: July 19th - 26th (application deadline - December 18, 2015) 

Please prayerfully consider whether God may be nudging you to consider joining one of these teams going to 

the DR in 2016. If you have questions regarding either of these trips please talk with Pastor Doug or Vicki. 



Applications are available on the table in the foyer or in the youth room. For more information please join us 

for the DR Lunch on December 6th at 12:00 noon here at church.  

Gift Wrapping 

We, the Crossroads Congregation, will again have the opportunity to help raise funds for the 2016 Mission 

Trip to the Dominican Republic by wrapping gifts at the West Towne Mall. Any questions on how to sign up, 

please contact Myra or Pam for details. 

Reminder!! 

Mitten Tree 

All the mittens, scarfs and hats collected so far are going to be delivered this coming week to the McFarland 

Community Meal Program in time for their Christmas party.  However, the tree will stay up until Christmas, 

for any additional mittens, scarfs and hats which will then again be delivered to the McFarland Community 

Meal Program for distribution.  If you have any questions, please contact Vonna.  Thank you 

‘Twas the Brass Before Christmas 

Sunday, December 20
th
, at 7:30pm The Impact of Brass, featuring Sandy LaClair, will present a Christmas 

Holiday Program at Crossroads. A free will offering will be taken and donated to the Bread of Life Food Pantry. 

Everyone is invited. 

Christmas Eve Service 

Bring family and friends to Celebrate Crossroads’ Christmas Eve Candle Lighting Service, Thursday, 

December 24
th
 at 7:00 pm.  We have invited Geneva Camps Church and the Spanish Congregation to join us.  

Crossroads Logo Contest 

We are in the processes of making some changes to our weekly bulletin. One item we would like to include on 

the front is a Crossroads logo. Although our denomination has a logo we sometimes use, we would like one 

specifically for our church. 

For this purpose, the Worship Committee is having a contest for the creation of our Crossroads logo. A prize 

will go to the winner, and we encourage your participation. Submissions should be in usable digital format.  

Your entry does not need to be an original (although we would love it if you would create one). However, if 

you use another person’s ideas or creation please get their permission. Also, please no violations of 

copyrighted material. 

Finally, if your submission is in color, it should be able to be attractive in black and white as well as much of 

its use will be on black and white documents. 

Other than this, it is wide open – be creative! 

Please submit your design to Pastor Doug, Sylvia or Diane no later than December 31
st
, 2015.  

Have a wonderful Week-end! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!!  

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 


