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Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one person 

at a time. 

This Sunday at Crossroads we celebrate God’s faithfulness in the sacrament of baptism given to little Melanie 

Grace. I love administering the sacraments, and especially the sacrament of baptism because through it a child 

is introduced into the central reality in the Christian life – that of identity and belonging.  

In any week prior to the sacrament of baptism I always do a fair amount of wondering. Much of this wondering 

centers around reflections on the baptism of my kids, and the impact baptism has (and had) on their lives. 

Let me give you some of my wonderings. I’ll use my daughter Jennifer as an example simply because she is 

the oldest, and thus the first to be baptized. 

I wonder at what point did I stop focusing on Jennifer’s baptism as the central issue in her life?  When did I 

first forget that it was not her first steps, her frame, her athletic ability, or even her intellectual prowess which 

defined who Jennifer is?   

When?!  Answer, and many of the ‘crucial issues’ of the past thirty nine years may be clearly illuminated. 

When did I forget that Jennifer’s baptism more clearly defines who she is and what she is to be than all other 

events culminated together? 

And I wonder how often I have let her down by not reminding her of her baptism, of not reminding her that in 

a little crowded white church on Buckley street in Grand Rapids, Michigan she became a member of the 

largest family in the world!  And in becoming a part of this family, begun by Jesus of Nazareth, does she know 

that her other family (the one she called Mom and Dad and which later came to include names like Julie, 

Jillaine, Jodi, Jacque, Jacob) relinquished the ultimate right to determine her identity, and accepted that right to 

be her elder brother Jesus’ alone? 

As I write, I also wonder if Jennifer realizes how often my answers to her questions simply have been feeble 

attempts to honor the priority of her other family and its claims on her life. 

In all of this I remember a story told to me by a seminary friend named Ken more than 35 years ago. He related 

how his Grandmother called him over as he was leaving for college and simply stated “Ken, remember you are 

baptized!” 

And today in my wondering I often wonder how often Jennifer remembers and how often I remember that I too 

am baptized! 
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“Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 

therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”             Romans 6:3-4 

Sunday 

Sunday: This Sunday we continue our series of messages entitled Feasting on the Word – taking stories from 

the Bible and spending time tasting, savoring and being nourished by them. Our Bible reading will be Luke 

1.67-80. We will also be celebrating the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Please join us! 

Our second offering will be for Denominational Ministries - In the Christian Reformed Church, one 

important way that we participate in God’s kingdom work is through “ministry shares” - a way of sharing in 

the support of the important work of ministries within our denomination.  The following ministries are part of 

Ministry Shares:  Back to God Ministries International, Faith Alive Christian Resources, Home Missions, 

World Missions, and Special Assistance Fund to help smaller churches, Calvin College, Calvin Theological 

Seminary, chaplains and support of the disabled. 

All Children & Youth                                                                                                                 
Sunday at 11:00 am join our Children’s and Youth Sunday School for ages 4 years through 12

th
 grade. All 

children and youth will meet in the Youth Room.   We will sing together and then break off into our classes. 

Come and bring a friend along with you. 

Adult Bible Study                                                                                                                       
Participate in Adult Sunday School this Sunday! Leaders will lead us in a study of “The 21 Most Dangerous 
Questions of the Bible” by Dave Earley. The class will meet in the council room after our morning worship. 

Authentic Dominican Meal - At 12:00 noon the 2015 Mission Teams will be hosting a lunch on here at 

Crossroads Church. Please join them for an authentic Dominican Meal, and hear their stories of the wonderful 

things God is doing in the El Almirante community in Santo Domingo DR. They will be showing the video 

from that trip, as well as sharing many stories and pictures of their work and time this past summer. If you 

would like to join them, please RSVP today via “reply” to this e-mail with names of those who will be 

attending.  

Join Us 

Coffee Break Brunch                                                                                                                       
This Thursday morning at 9 am Coffee Break is having a special brunch along with a guest speaker Monica. 

Learn how God worked in her spiritual journey. All women are invited. 

Our ladies Wednesday night Coffee Break will start up again on January 13, 2016.  Our Thursday morning 

Women’s Coffee Break will reconvene on Thursday January 7, 2016.   

    Kingdom Kids                                                                                        

   All children ages 4 through 5
th
 grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on every Wednesday night from 6:15 -7:45 

pm.  Snacks are provided for all. In addition, we have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and some super fun 

games. Invite your friend to come too. 

   



    Unashamed Youth 

Please join us every Wednesday night from 6:15 – 7:45 pm.  Our goal is to help the boys and girls grow 

spiritually and have a night of fun and learning.   

Our focus is Sharing Your Faith using the word GOSPEL as our source.  This week we focus on letters “E” 

and “L”. 

If you have any questions for any of the youth activities, please contact Pastor Ryan by e-mailing  or calling 

him. 

 Save the Date                                                                                                                            
Sunday, December 13

th
 at 9:30am! 

This is the date we will be presenting “The Christmas Carol Special Report”. Plan to invite grand-parents, 

family members and friends to this year’s Christmas presentation. All are invited to the Fellowship Hall after 

the performance for coffee and treats.  

Dominican Missions            

Dominican Lunch 

The 2015 Mission Teams will be hosting a lunch on Sunday, December 6th at 12 noon here at Crossroads 

Church. Please join us for an authentic Dominican Meal, and hear their stories of the wonderful things God is 

doing in the El Almirante community in Santo Domingo DR. We will be showing the video from that trip, as 

well as sharing many stories and pictures of our work and time this past summer. If you would like to join us, 

please RSVP today via “reply” to this e-mail with names of those who will be attending. 

2016 Dominican Republic Mission Trip 

Adult Dates: June 25th - July 2nd (application deadline - December 14, 2015) 

Youth Dates: July 19th - 26th (application deadline - December 18, 2015) 

Please prayerfully consider whether God may be nudging you to consider joining one of these teams going to 

the DR in 2016. If you have questions regarding either of these trips please talk with Pastor Doug or Vicki. 

Applications are available on the table in the foyer or in the youth room. For more information please join us 

for the DR Lunch on December 6th at 12:00 noon here at church.   

Reminder!! 

‘Twas the Brass Before Christmas 

Sunday, December 20
th
, at 7:30pm The Impact of Brass, featuring Sandy, will present a Christmas Holiday 

Program at Crossroads. A free will offering will be taken and donated to the Bread of Life Food Pantry. 

Everyone is invited. 

 



Christmas Eve Service 

Bring family and friends to Celebrate Crossroads’ Christmas Eve Candle Lighting Service, Thursday, 

December 24
th
 at 7:00 pm.  We have invited Geneva Camps Church and the Spanish Congregation to join us.  

Crossroads Logo Contest 

We are in the processes of making some changes to our weekly bulletin. One item we would like to include on 

the front is a Crossroads logo. Although our denomination has a logo we sometimes use, we would like one 

specifically for our church. 

For this purpose, the Worship Committee is having a contest for the creation of our Crossroads logo. A prize 

will go to the winner, and we encourage your participation. Submissions should be in usable digital format.  

Your entry does not need to be an original (although we would love it if you would create one). However, if 

you use another’s ideas or creation please get their permission. Also, please no violations of copyrighted 

material. 

Finally, if your submission is in color, it should be able to be attractive in black and white as well as much of 

its use will be on black and white documents. 

Other than this, it is wide open – be creative! 

Please submit your design to Pastor Doug, Sylvia or Diane no later than December 31
st
, 2015.  

Have a wonderful Week-end! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

 


