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Every parent of younger adult children has, at some time or another, stored things that should have been 

moved to the child’s home, but still sits in a basement corner or far wall shelf. Regardless of how many 

“discussions” already had, these items simply don’t seem to move out with the children.  

This issue is compounded when the adult children have relocated great distances away. Larger items are not 

easily nor cheaply moved when distances are too great to drive. 

Thus, it was with great excitement that I read, “You are allowed one bag” when I checked in for my flight to 

Sacramento, CA online. One bag! What items from the basement can I put in a large suitcase for Jake! 

Suddenly it hit me! Of course! Legos! I went to the basement, brought up the four large plastic storage bins 

filled with decades worth of Legos, and began emptying them in the largest suitcase I could find. I began to 

wonder if they would all fit, and if they did, would the suitcase be under the 50 lb. limit for checked bags. 

After emptying everything I could find I struggled to carry the filled suitcase to the scale – 47.5 lbs. Yes! It 

will work! It wasn’t long before I began to imagine the joy Isaiah (Jake and Margaret’s 3 yr old son) would 

have with his dad, reconstructing all kinds of new toys, just like his grandpa and dad did more than 20 years 

before. 

As Jake and I began sorting 47.5 lbs of Legos it felt like an endless task. Reds, yellows, greys, blues, greens, 

blacks, etc – never ending colors still in the suitcase. 

At one point Jake stopped and said, “Dad, if I’ve ever said you never got me anything this proves otherwise.” 

Humble gratitude. 

“They represent many Birthdays and Christmases,” I replied. 

Later, as I reflected on Jake’s statement, I thought of all the times I felt as if God was not “coming through” for 

me – that God simply was not giving me what I really wanted, and I realized how easily I missed His gifts 

because my eyes were on something else – something I thought would be better.  

I suspect I am not alone in this. Expecting and hoping for one thing, and receiving something else makes it 

difficult to appreciate the gift. 

As a young boy I remember paging though the Sears-Roebuck Christmas catalogue, eyeing that special toy and 

believing this would be the year I would get what I wanted! It never happened, and disappointment reigned 

more often than true gratitude in those younger days. It wasn’t that Mom and Dad were ogres who loved to 

ruin a young boy’s dreams. Rather, they knew the fleeting joy my dreams would bring, and wanted something 

bigger and better for me. I simply could not see it. 
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Delta’s serendipitous checked bag became yet another revelation of how much God has given me, and how 

little I recognize these daily treasures in the moment. In Jake’s words to me I echoed words to God. “Father, if 

I’ve ever said you never got me anything this proves otherwise.”  

It’s amazing what 47.5 lbs of Legos can teach a pastor. This week there were three generations of sons who 

found great joy in sorting Legos. 

Now I’m curious. What is your “Lego” story?  

  

Sunday 

Sunday: This Sunday we continue our study of Paul’s letter to the early Christian Church in Philippi. Our 

Scripture reading is from Philippians 4.8-9. Please join us as we Praise our God for His rich blessings! 

Our offering will be for Benevolence Fund - This offering for Benevolence & Social Justice will enable 

Crossroads to help families in need and meet local requests for assistance as they arise. 

Check it Out! 

Mallards Baseball Fans  

For all the baseball fans that are going to the Mallards Baseball game Sunday, here are the details. To pick up 

your tickets, please go to Window #6 and the tickets are under the name Crossroads Church.  Once you have 

your tickets, walk over to the main concourse behind home plate to the Fan Services Booth. When you show 

your ticket, you will then receive your hat and coupons for the drink and hot dog.  Remember the game starts 

at 4:05pm! 

If you have not signed up but would like to go, give Justin a call. 

Unashamed of the Gospel Youth‘s Lake Day 

Next Friday, August 12
th
, Crossroads’ youth along with Highpoint’s youth have a wet and fun filled day 

planned at Devil’s Lake from 9:00 - 5:00 pm. For more details and information, please contact Pastor Ryan. 

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

 [if you no longer wish to receive these weekly e-mails please send a return e-mail with 

"unsubscribe" in the "subject" line. If you enjoy these, consider passing them on to someone who 

may be encouraged as well] 


