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at a time. 

 

Technically, next weekend will be the 4
th
 of July holiday weekend. However, since I will still be on vacation 

next Friday, I’m opting to reflect on the 4
th
 as if it were this weekend. 

4
th
 of July, more than any other US holiday, is the time we US Americans celebrate the freedoms we have – 

freedoms won through the blood of so many so easily forgotten. Due to the centuries that have past and life so 

easily taken for granted, it is not an easy thing to keep everything in perspective during our celebrations. 

Conversations will occur during the weekend that intimate the freedom and riches we have are somehow our 

doing, that somehow we deserve what we are enjoying. Some of us may even find ourselves becoming angry 

over those we see as trying to “take our country” away from us. We will assume the gift is an entitlement. 

Studies have shown first and second generation immigrants receive what they have as blessings, as gifts. The 

second and third generations will see what they have as an expectation, and thus, third and subsequent 

generations will perceive things as entitlements. 

As destructive as this may be in how society functions, I realized recently that there is something even more 

destructive in my life, and perhaps in yours. Even more destructive than entitlement thinking in society is an 

attitude of entitlement in Christianity.  

There seems to be a growing hostility among Christians for those they perceive as unbelievers – especially 

those unbelievers who clearly have differing values. In much of the conversation I hear there seems to be an 

underlying frustration with why any of us tolerate such unbelief, and why God seems to tolerate such attitudes 

and behavior. We may not verbally express it, but it is as if we want God to wipe out the oppressor so we can 

move on and enjoy life in His favor. 

There are times, I confess, when I have felt this. There are times when I take pride in knowing I come from a 

long line of believers – faithful people who held to the faith in the midst of truly tough times. 

And then I read a history of “the low countries” – including the land of my ancestors, the Dutch, and I am hit 

between the eyes with the realization that missionaries had to put up with my ancestors’ unbelief and paganism 

for more than two centuries before real inroads were made. This makes the last 20 years of terrorism seem like 

fading grass. More than two hundred years of men and women losing their lives for my sake. In fact, according 

to one historian, my ancestors (those in the Netherlands) were responsible for killing the great missionary 

Boniface. 

More recently I have been hearing Paul’s words in a new light: 

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light. Ephesians 5:8 

Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 1Peter 2:10 

and 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 2Peter 3:9 
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This 4
th
 of July holiday I will celebrate with a new awareness – an awareness that receives the gift as the gift it 

is, and not as something for which I am entitled, and I am more deeply aware of the Lord’s patience with me. 

Were it not for His patience, I would not be a “proud” believer.  

Sunday 

Sunday: This Sunday Rev. John will be preaching while I am in the Dominican Republic. Pastor John is 

retired after faithfully serving God’s people in three states, including Wisconsin. He currently lives with his 

wife in Brookfield. You will truly enjoy hearing God’s words through him! Our Scripture reading is from 

Micah 7.14-20. Please join us as we Praise our God for His rich blessings! 

Our offering will be for Trinity Christian College - Trinity Christian College provides Biblically informed 

liberal arts education in the Reformed tradition. They are located in Palos Heights, Illinois, near Chicago. A 

number of members here at Crossroads are Trinity Alumni! 

Check it Out! 

Thank You DR Dress Workers:                                                                                                        
We want to thank each and every one of the workers who were part of the DR Dress assembly line. Besides the 

sewing, there was also a variety of other jobs like pinning, ironing, cutting and measuring that was needed. Our 

first batch of dresses totaling 56 was shipped with our Adult DR Team. We know the dresses are well needed 

and appreciated. 

DR Adult Team                                                                                                                                                 
Our DR Adult Team leaves tomorrow morning, Saturday, June 25

th
, for their week long mission trip. We ask 

for your prayers for their health, the virtues characteristic of the Fruit of the Spirit, and a spirit of humility and 

service as well as a safe flight back. Pastor Doug & Vicki will be returning to Madison on Friday, July 1st.  

      Final Sewing Funfest                                                                                                                        
You are invited to the Final Sewing Funfest which is a gathering to prepare, sew and complete the DR Pillow 

Case dresses at 6:30 pm on Thursday, June 30
th 

at Vonna’s home. If you want to sew, please bring your 

machine along. We also have other tasks that need to be done before the sewing begins. We will have 

something to keep everyone busy. If you have any questions, please call Vonna. Hope you will join us. 

CRC Leadership Forum                                                                                                                    
Set aside Sunday afternoon August 28

th
 for the 2016 Classis WI Leadership Forum at Brookfield CRC, 14135 

W. Burleigh Blvd., Brookfield, WI. The cost is $20 per person which includes the seminar and dinner. People 

involved in ministry at any level of church are welcome to attend. Information and registration can be done 

online at www.classiswisconsin.org. Brochures are available on the signup table. Register early. 

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

 [if you no longer wish to receive these weekly e-mails please send a return e-mail with 

"unsubscribe" in the "subject" line. If you enjoy these, consider passing them on to someone who 

may be encouraged as well] 
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