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Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one person 

at a time. 

 

Last week at Brat Fest it was necessary to clear the grounds as a thunderstorm rolled in. Workers were 

drenched, people ran for their cars, and stands were closed up against the storm. 

Thankfully, the storm did not last too long, and soon stands reopened and people filtered back in to enjoy 

music, friendship and good food. 

Summer storms often bring to mind Psalm 29. One of the descriptions of God’s power in this psalm is that 

God “twists the oaks and strips the forests bare”. After a good summer storm trees are often seen uprooted 

and branches powerfully ripped off. They are striking reminders of power, and, if one listens to the Psalmist, 

reminders of God’s awesome power. 

When summer storms come through Wisconsin I recall the perspective of Psalm 29 where the psalmist 

interprets such storms as evidence of the power of God visible to all. David writes, “The God of glory 

thunders, the LORD thunders over the mighty waters. The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the 
LORD is majestic. The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of 

Lebanon. He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, Sirion like a young wild ox. The voice of the LORD strikes with 

flashes of lightning. The voice of the LORD shakes the desert . . . The voice of the LORD twists the oaks and 
strips the forests bare.” 

Can you feel the power of the storm as you read this? Does it bring memories of concern and fear? The power 

of God can be a very frightening thing! 

However, David does not leave the reader in fear. All of this display of God’s power is intended to convince 

the reader of the safety and peace that come when life is lived under the protection of such a powerful God! 

David finishes Psalm 29 writing, “And in his temple all cry, “Glory!” The LORD sits enthroned over the 
flood; the LORD is enthroned as King forever. The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses his 

people with peace.” 

In the midst of life’s storms is a God who controls, who is firmly in power as King! It is this God all people are 

invited to live under. His power is intended to reassure all nations and people that life can be at peace when 

lived in obedience to Him. 

Recalling recent conversations I am reminded that this same God, whose power is seen in summer storms, and 

whose power controls the forces of nature, be they routine or raging, controls the storms that rage and wane in 

societies and nations. God’s control is not absent the refugee crisis in the Middle East, nor has He somehow 

lost control of the political process here in the United States.  
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It is easy to forget the calm after a storm, and the power of the storm during the calm. Perhaps we’d all be a 

little more Christ-like if we remembered the power and the calm – both of which are evidences of a God who 

still sits on the throne. 

Just thought we may need a little reminder to calm some of the anxiety. Have a wonderful week in God’s 

Power! 

 

Sunday 

Sunday: This Sunday we begin a summer series studying Paul’s letter to Christians in Philippi. Our Scripture 

reading is from Acts 15.36 – 16.10. Please join us as we Praise our God for His rich blessings! 

  

Our offering will be for Denominational Ministries - In the Christian Reformed Church, one important way 

that we participate in God’s kingdom work is through “ministry shares” - a way of sharing in the support of the 

important work of ministries within our denomination.  The following ministries are part of Ministry 

Shares:  Back to God Ministries International, Faith Alive Christian Resources, Home Missions, World 

Missions, and Special Assistance Fund to help smaller churches, Calvin College, Calvin Theological 

Seminary, chaplains and support of the disabled. 

  

Pray for Our Delegates 

Delegates from across Canada and the United States are meeting June 10-17 at Calvin College in Grand 

Rapids, Michigan, for our denomination's annual synod meeting. Please remember them in prayer throughout 

this week and next. If you would like to follow some of the things happening this year please 

visit https://www.crcna.org/synod. 

 

Check it Out! 

Art Camp Set-Up & Preparation This Friday 

We will be cutting, setting up room and tables, and getting general supplies ready for camp projects next 

Friday, June 10
th

, from 9:00 – 11:00 am. Come and help out! 

If you are volunteering for Art Camp it would be good for you to come on this day too so Heather and Brea 

can give you instructions on art projects you may be supervising.  

In addition, if you have not yet volunteered for Art Camp please consider stepping up to help on the actual 

nights of Art Camp.  We need more volunteers to make it happen!!!    
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Next Sunday Congregational Meeting 

Our annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for next Sunday, June 12
th
.  Included in the agenda will be 

the annual budget and voting for new Elders and Deacons.  All the information has been emailed to you and 

also placed in your mailboxes.  Extra copies are available on the sign-up table.  

 

Art Camp Starts Next Week 

We are really excited about Art Camp again this year starting on June 15
th
 – June 17

th
 from 5-7:30 pm.  We 

will be learning about specific artists and re-creating their works of art not only for the youth but all adults are 

encouraged to come also. Our classes will include Water Color Painting, creating a Succulent Plant Garden 

and Making Cards/Stamping.   Registration forms can be obtained on the sign-up table or the art display table 

or on our web page.  Hope to see you there and bring a friend along.   

 

Care Net – Change is Life      

Your change, checks, and cash will make a difference. When you fill a baby bottle you are helping CARE NET 

PREGNANCY CENTER provide help, hope and healing to women and men affected by an unplanned 

pregnancy.  

Every penny stays local. 95% of all gifts will fund the free and confidential ministries of CARE NET 

PREGNANCY CENTER. 

Please bring your bottle back to church on or before Father’s day, June 10, 2016. A table has been set up in the 

sanctuary to receive these bottles. Please bring them up during the offering time, and place them on the table. 

  

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

  

[if you no longer wish to receive these weekly e-mails please send a return e-mail with 

"unsubscribe" in the "subject" line. If you enjoy these, consider passing them on to someone who 

may be encouraged as well] 

 


