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Reflections of God at Work in Our Broken World 

By Shirley McCallum 

 

On May 30th, Pastor Ryan gave an excellent thought-provoking sermon on 

what the Bible says about a lot of controversial topics. He mentioned the 

fighting on the Gaza strip. This reminded me that although the fighting and 

unrest in the Middle East has been going on for centuries, the complicated 

“Troubles” in Northern Ireland (Ulster) has calmed with God’s intervention. In 

about 1969, my mother took my sister and I to visit family again in Northern Ireland and my 

husband and I were back in 1977. The open conflict called the “Troubles” in Northern 

Ireland went on for over three decades and had a huge impact on the people. As they 

would drive around, relatives would point to houses saying they lost their father, they lost 

their daughter, on and on significant losses were reported everywhere. We were taken to 

see where the bombings in the Falls (Irish Republic/ Catholic) Road and the Shankill Road 

(Union Loyalists/ Protestant) occurred, and the barrier walls erected. At the beach towns 

(think freezing North Sea, not Pacific Ocean), huge water cannon tanks were driving down 

streets ready to disperse unruly crowds. Young British soldiers were standing guard with 

automatic weapons trying to protect, but unable to look at a person and know who would 

bomb them. Wrought iron fences were erected at the main entrances to the downtown 

Belfast shopping areas with body searches required to enter. Violence became an 

everyday reality. 

 

My mother reported that growing up in Northern Ireland, she never had a Catholic friend 

until after World War II when she was in the work force in Belfast. Catholics and Protestants 

never mixed and grew up with skewed perspectives of each other. One of my uncles had a 

dairy in Belfast and one of his Catholic customers told him that he could no longer buy milk 

from him because the priest had visited and threatened excommunication. They went to 

separate schools, used separate taxis, shops, and discos. Their social lives revolved around 

family and church related activities. The separation even impacted our lives in the States. In 

Southern California, I babysat for a large Catholic family. An Irish nun at their parochial 

school taught them that since I was not Catholic, I was going to hell. My mother was 

horrified. My mother had never left the island of Ireland before she married. Other than 

religious differences, she was not exposed to other culture or races. Yet having lived in very 

diverse settings, I have been exposed to many cultures and religions, and shocking to my 

Irish family had a Catholic roommate in college. 

 

Beyond the cultural/religious separation, there was a sharp economic divide. In the 

Republic of Ireland (Erie) at the time there was no real industry. They had farming on rocky 

land that, and undeveloped tourism. Everything was closed on St. Patrick’s Day because it 

was a Catholic religious holiday. Americans flocked to Ireland and were disappointed to 

find the bars were closed and there were no parades. There were cottage industries like 

Waterford crystal and pewter pieces. Not enough jobs to support the people so many 

Catholics moved North without any job skills. In the North, they had major industries that 



supported a lot of skilled jobs: ship building (Titanic), car manufacturing (DeLorean), and 

linen manufacturing. The Catholics wanted to remain part of the Republic of Ireland. The 

Protestants wanted to remain part of the United Kingdom that supported their industry. 

Fortunately, with the advent of the internet and technology with an English-speaking 

population, the job market has improved for many.  

 

It seemed like there was no solution. In 1976 Belfast, a provisional IRA driver was shot by 

British soldiers and killed while trying to escape. His car hit a mother and her three children. 

The children died and the mother was badly injured and survived, but later committed 

suicide. At that time, a women’s peace movement was born. It started with a protest 

march every month throughout Ulster, Erie and the United Kingdom. The largest was 50,000 

people. Three women won a Nobel Peace Prize in 1977. However, the fighting did not end. 

Throughout the “Troubles”, I had a very religious aunt that would write letters that were like 

long “sermonettes”. She always prayed for our salvation and the resolution for the 

“Troubles”. In the mid-1990’s, she started talking about a women’s peace movement that 

met in small prayer groups in homes alternating between a Catholic home and a Protestant 

home. This was unheard of! The tone of her letters completely changed. We could hear her 

excitement as she tried to convey that she could feel God’s presence and His working in 

their hearts. She kept saying it is a charismatic experience of the Holy Spirit bringing them 

together. Meanwhile, the men were making little progress in negotiating the Peace Accord 

with a lot of roadblocks. They kept praying. Finally, in 1998 it was signed. God’s peace and 

grace have reigned for His people that repented and turned back to Him.  Matthew 5:44 

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” Their prayers 

were heard and answered!   

 

Praying For One Another 

Fred & Sheila Rehbein- Thank you all for your continued prayers for our son, Ray. Our son 

and daughter-in-law are glad that Devion is home for the summer. He has both the skills and 

the desire to be great help and blessing to them. Ray received two chemo treatments last 

week. One on May 26 injected into his spinal column, and the R-CHOP on May 28. The 

headache was not as severe as when he received the first spinal injection. He also had 

hiccups again, but they have abated. The nurse who treated him on Friday said something 

very encouraging: that their "cure rate" for his type of lymphoma is very good.  

Nancy Ferdyn- Pray for Nancy as she continues to deal with complications with her health.  

 

 

 

 



Crossroad’s Highlight 

 

I've been at Crossroads throughout most of high school and I've always noticed how willing 

the congregation was to support others. When I was one of the students picked from my 

band to go on a 14-day long trip to Europe to perform and tour, most of you helped out by 

buying lasagnas and showing support. The people 

at Crossroads always talk to me and show interest 

in my life and my future. This has shown me how 

much the congregation cares for me. I really 

appreciate everything this church has helped me 

through and prepare my future to live my life for 

God. 

Ever since we started going to Crossroads, I was 

involved with the youth group and I enjoyed it. It 

was nice to be with other people my age and still 

learn about the Gospel. I also helped out with the 

sound and visuals during church service 

occasionally. The best experiences come from my 

three Dominican Republic missions trips with the 

youth group and other people from Crossroads and 

High Point. Those missions trips really opened my eyes to how others live and how blessed I 

am and how much I take for granted. Also, I've played my flute a couple of times during the 

service. 

My plan is to attend UW Platteville and major in mechanical engineering. I'm unsure of what 

field I want to pursue within that, but I'm very excited for the college experience. 

Fortunately, I was awarded the Chancellor Scholarship which covers my tuition fully! This 

scholarship is a HUGE blessing and I don't plan to take it for granted. I also want to stay 

involved when I'm at Platteville by playing my flute in a band, joining clubs (like Intervarsity), 

and playing soccer (intermural). 

Kaden Moorad 

 

Pastoral Message 
 

Launch of live worship services: Thanks to those of you who have offered to help us lead live 

worship services.  Plans are still being developed for that later this summer. However, with 

summer travel plans of some households it now seems wiser to begin that phase of our 

development in July. 

Pastor Ron can be reached by email at ronvanderwell@gmail.com, or you can text or call 

him at 815-258-7340. 

mailto:ronvanderwell@gmail.com


    Unashamed Youth & Kingdom Kids 
Summer Challenge to youth and youth leaders: Read through New Testament this summer. 

90 day reading plan will be available on the Band app. 
Pastor Ryan: 608-335-2785 or rymoorad@gmail.com 

 

Coffee Break 

 
Summer Coffee Break 

Again this summer the ladies of the Crossroads Community will be meeting once a month 

for Christian Fellowship, a brief lesson and some fun!  

Save the following dates at 9 AM: 6/17, 7/22 and 8/19. Details for July and August will be 

sent out at a later date. 

• At the first session of the summer June 17th, we start at 9 AM at Crossroads Church 

with a brief study on "The Cross: The Day Jesus Died". It would be helpful if you read 

the familiar gospel accounts of Jesus's crucifixion, particularly note: Matthew 

27:26b-56; Mark 15:12-41; Luke 23:26-49; John 19:16-37.  

• Also on June 17th starting at about 10 AM, former Coffee Break member LeAnn 

Conrad has volunteered to lead us in a short "Dance It Out" session at Crossroads 

Church which should be fun low intensity dance/exercise for all age groups and 

abilities.  Please wear comfortable shoes that will slide on the floor or socks (avoid 

shoes with sticky soles). LeAnn is the  owner and founder of Moving to the 

Music Dance Gym. Note we prayed with LeAnn through the agonizing and 

patience building process of God leading her to open this studio! 

• For those that join us on Zoom use link below 

Join June 17th Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85978295445?pwd=WW44aEZ2QUdQVk9iZW15ZnJGTm1

Pdz09 

Dial         +1 312 626 6799        

Meeting ID: 859 7829 5445 

Passcode: 3815 

Hope to see you all on Thursday, June 17th at 9 AM! If you just want to come for the dance 

part, come a few minutes before 10 AM. 

If you have questions or concerns, please call Shirley McCallum 608-257-1601.         
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Offering 

 
The offering will be for our general funds this month. 

-Did you know you can give online? Use the Tithe.ly ap for online giving. 

 
You’re Invited 

 

Media Happenings  
 

• Exciting news! Our new website will be up and running by 

6/20/21. Check your email for the official launch. 

• On 6/20/21 we will be switching to mail chimp. If you have not 

signed up: Sign up for our mailing list by scanning this QR code 

with your phone or click this link and fill out the info to sign 

up: https://mailchi.mp/822b9918a093/email-sign-up 

• We are in need of volunteers for our live worship services. 

Please email crossroads@crossroadscrc.org if you’d like to volunteer. 

• Live Streaming: Through Facebook starting at 9:30am. Please use the link below to 

join (you do not need a Facebook account to watch). 

https://www.facebook.com/crossroadschurchmadison/live/ 

-Follow us on Facebook and on Instagram  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1074169
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