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Depending on where you are in your 

life or what you may be going through, 
this verse can “feel” different ways or 

have a different meaning to you.  

Have you ever asked God, “why” or  

wondered “how can this possibly be good”? I know I 
have! We do not always get an answer, especially 

right away. However, I have many moments in my life 

that I can look back and now see how God was at 

work. I also have battled through anger, because it 
has seemed that things could have been done 

differently or gone in a different way, a less painful 

way. Like I know better than God!?! I’m also not 

saying that God is the reason for pain or horrible 
things that we face (that is a way deeper 

philosophical topic!). This verse, in some of my most 

difficult moments in life, has brought frustration and 

feeling a lack of hope and understanding. However, 
Pastor Ron said this in a sermon recently; … if you do not yet know the good or see his 

purpose in something, it is because God is not done yet (not an exact quote). This really 

resonated with me. Of course! God is not done! I am not sure how that hadn’t been clear 

before this, but what an important way to look at life, pain, struggles, challenges, etc. God’s 
purpose, not mine… and thank goodness for that! So, memorize this verse and keep it close 

to your heart. God is working in each and every one of our lives, for good, for those who 

love Him and been called according to His purpose. – Bre Moorad

 

Praying For One Another 

 

Fred & Sheila Rehbein- (The latest from Sheila): Our son had another chemo treatment on 

Friday, May 14. This time, the treatment was administered into his spinal column. At the time 

of the appointment, a blood test was taken that also revealed his hemoglobin (iron) is still 

very low. He was sent to the ER to receive an iron infusion. He's having side effects (nausea, 

headache) today from the chemo treatment. Fred and I drove to UW Eau Claire today and 

brought our grandson, Devion, home to spend the summer with his dad. From conversation 

on the trip home, it is clear our grandson is committed to helping his dad as much as he can 

this summer. We thank you for all your prayers for our son and our family. 

Rosemary Douma- Pray for her brother, Aaron, who has been diagnosed with cancer.  

Nancy Ferdyn- Pray for Nancy as she continues to deal with complications with her health.  

 

 



Crossroad’s Highlight 

Shirley McCallum 

Both my parents were from Northern Ireland (Ulster). 

My father came to America and established a chain 

of dairies in Southern California. After the war, he 

returned to Ulster to meet a "fine Irish bride". They 

met at a dance, were engaged in two weeks, 

married in two months, and came to America on the 

Queen Mary. I was raised in a strong Irish 

Presbyterian home, where church and Sunday 

School were a big part of our lives. My father was 23 

years older than my mother and died suddenly on 

the night of my fifth birthday.  We temporarily went 

back to Northern Ireland but had to return to 

California to settle the estate. Soon after, followed the deaths of my maternal 

grandparents, so we did not move back to Northern Ireland. However, what stands out in 

my mind is how God is my Father and has filled my life with love and a sense of His constant 

presence.  My mother devoted her life to lovingly raising my sister and me, and the church 

community loved and nurtured me.  God gave me a sense of closeness to him at a very 

young age. My favorite verse is Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me”. On a mountain top in Southern California when I was having a "private 

pity party" at a high school church retreat, God clearly brought these Words to me with His 

attention-getting touch and reenforced it through another Christian retreat friend. We both 

needed that message, were speechless, and overwhelmed with tears. See also Joshua 1:9; 

Isaiah 43:1b-2; Romans 8:38-39, Revelations 3:20. In this world there will be struggles, but God 

promises to be with us as we pass through the waters, rivers, or fires. 

Neil and I met in college and married in 1972. We moved to Madison in 2005 when Neil was 

recruited to do large hospital architecture for Flad Architects. Neil is now retired but feels 

called to use his gifts so spends his days working as a volunteer for a number of 

organizations. We had difficulty finding a biblically based church. After the 2008 crash of the 

UW MedFlight helicopter, I felt God calling me to Crossroads Church.  I had an almost 40 

year career as a Registered Dietitian/Clinical Nutritionist. I felt my work was my mission field 

and primarily served children and adults with disabilities. My passion led me to testify before 

the US Senate, receive a federal grant, publish professional research, and develop patient 

education materials. I retired from the UW Health: American Family Children's Hospital. We 

have two children and two grandsons. Our son, Sean, is a forensic RN in Virginia. Our 

daughter, Arlene, is a Meriter NICU Speech Pathologist. She is married with two boys: Callum 

11 and Declan 9 years old. The photo was taken at the 2019 Tudor Dinner at UW Memorial 

Union: notice Neil's kilt. We have been blessed with opportunities to live in different countries 

and have lived on both coasts and now in the Midwest. Throughout our lives, we have 

experienced God's presence in our everyday life, as well as the major crises of life. 

Each of us has a reason why the Lord has led us to Crossroads Church. God knows the plan 

so submit to God's vision. Problems of this world are beyond our control.  Listen and look for 

His guidance in using our gifts. Be open to the ways the Lord is working in our lives; look for 



God sightings!  If we are all focused on His vision, we will be unified in purpose and spirit.  

 

Pastoral Message 
 

 Who Leads Whom? 

 

What does it take for a church to work well?   Ministries thriving, programs bustling, people’s 

lives being changed? 

Sometimes it can seem like for a church to work well, the people of the church need to 

work hard.  As in, ministry leaders scurrying around to personally take care of every detail 

needed by the church.   

While hard work is important it’s not always the key to a church’s success.  There have been 

times in my ministry when I’ve “over-functioned”, wearing myself out to prepare, implement 

and follow through on every ministry effort.  I felt like I was being heroic, but what I really felt 

was tired!  In the long run, I rarely made lasting contributions.  

The key to a church’s working well is to find a way for everyone to work together.  Working 

separately, it’s astonishing how easily church members can begin to undo each other’s 

efforts.  If you’ve ever ridden a tandem bike, you know how crucial (and how difficult) it 

can be to work together if you wish to avoid a nasty crash.     

Strangely, few churches are set up to encourage their members to work well together.  

More frequently, churches are designed to encourage random, individual efforts.  Instead 

of a choir, most churches function as groups of soloists.  That approach rarely results in 

harmony.  When every ministry decision is made based on judgment calls, ministry begins to 

feel random and ineffective.   

These are the kinds of principles that the leaders of Crossroads will be thinking about in the 

days to come.  For instance, we will be working through a simple exercise called “Who 

leads whom?”  The idea is that for every role in our ministry, we ought to be able to identify 

one person who accepts responsibility for making sure that that ministry happens and 

happens well.  From greeting at the front door to counting offerings, there should always be 

someone responsible to make sure that a necessary task is done…and done well.  

Ultimately these chains of responsibility should trace all the way back to the Council.   

This “Who leads whom?” exercise can seem a bit picky, but it provides a way to see just 

how closely a church is able to work together.  The Council members themselves don’t 

need to pick every song or clean every toy in the nursery or mow the lawn every week, but 

it’s important that they be informed and empowered to make sure that the people who 

carry out those responsibilities do them in a consistent, effective manner.  

Pastor Ron 

 
Pastor Ron can be reached by email at ronvanderwell@gmail.com, or you can text or call 

him at 815-258-7340.

mailto:ronvanderwell@gmail.com


    Unashamed Youth 

& 

Kingdom Kids 
 

Congratulations graduates: Mikendra De Bruin & Kaden Moorad!! 

Mikendra will be attending South Dakota State University and majoring in Animal Science 

with a minor in Equine.  

Kaden will be attending UW Platteville and majoring in Mechanical Engineering. He was 1 of 

10 recipients of the Chancellor Scholarship which pays for his tuition for all four years!  

Summer Challenge to youth and youth leaders: Read through the New Testament this 

summer. 90 day reading plan will be available on the Band app. 

Pastor Ryan: 608-335-2785 or rymoorad@gmail.com 

 

Coffee Break 

 
End of School Year Coffee Break 

Thank you to all the ladies of the Crossroads larger community that stayed together 

throughout COVID. We learned Zoom together: allowing us to continue to study God's Word 

while sharing perspectives of how God works in our lives. We supported each other through 

a time of unknowns, demonstrating that we have a Big God, and He is not limited in how He 

works! Thank you also to those of you that have made it a priority to rejoin once we were 

able to come together in-person. It has been fun to see everyone together again. Our end 

of year brunch was well attended. We laughed, shared stories and struggles, 

enjoyed fellowship and food while celebrating God's blessings. Continue to pray for each 

other, all our churches, and particularly this time of transition for Crossroads Church. 

Summer Coffee Break 

Again, this summer the ladies of the Crossroads Community will be meeting once a month 

for Christian Fellowship, a brief lesson and some fun!  

Save the following dates at 9 AM: 6/17, 7/22 and 8/19. Details for July and August will be 

sent out at a later date. 

• At the first session of the summer June 17th, we start at 9 AM with a brief study on 

"The Cross: The Day Jesus Died". It would be helpful if you read the familiar gospel 

accounts of Jesus's crucifixion, particularly note: Matthew 27:26b-56; Mark 15:12-41; 
Luke 23:26-49; John 19:16-37.  

mailto:rymoorad@gmail.com


• Also, on June 17th starting at about 10 AM, former Coffee Break member LeAnn 
Conrad has volunteered to lead us in a short "Dance It Out" session at Crossroads 

Church which should be fun low intensity dance/exercise for all age groups and 

abilities.  Please wear comfortable shoes that will slide on the floor or socks (avoid 

shoes with sticky soles). LeAnn is the owner and founder of Moving to the 
Music Dance Gym. Note we prayed with LeAnn through the agonizing and 

patience building process of God leading her to open this studio! 

For those that join us on Zoom use link below 

Join June 17th Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85978295445?pwd=WW44aEZ2QUdQVk9iZW15ZnJGTm1Pdz09 

Dial         +1 312 626 6799        

Meeting ID: 859 7829 5445 

Passcode: 3815 

If you have questions or concerns, please call Shirley McCallum 608-257-1601.        

 

Council Moment 

Council is working on restructuring and streamlining church leadership. We are working 

through solutions to current church issues after processing the church summit conversations. 

One immediate goal is to launch and maintain a revitalized worship service this summer.  

 Serving on your council is Pastor Ron Vanderwell, Pastor Ryan Moorad, David Starkenburg, 

Brock Chalmers, Jess Bakker, Nicole Nelson and Pam Tikkanen. 

 

Offering 

 
(In addition to the general offering,  

we will be giving towards Care Net for the month of May) 

 
Care Net Mission Statement: We provide physical, emotional, and spiritual resources to 

those who may face an unexpected pregnancy by modeling Christ to all we serve. 

Who We Are: Care Net Pregnancy Center of Dane County is a 501(c)(3) faith-based 

charitable organization. We provide resources that empower women and men to choose 

life for their unborn child through medical services, practical support, education and a 

maternity home. With compassionate care, we foster help for today, hope for tomorrow 

and healing from the past. https://friends.carenetdane.org/  

-Did you know you can give online? Use the Tithe.ly ap for online giving. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85978295445%3Fpwd%3DWW44aEZ2QUdQVk9iZW15ZnJGTm1Pdz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1421c65425d2460f401d08d9164cf3f6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637565342024821964%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RtmdFv%2BSoTrq8OcvXY4ARISLeTmFoHSlDrLoMlVTkZ0%3D&reserved=0
https://friends.carenetdane.org/
https://tithe.ly/give?c=1074169


You’re Invited 

 

Media Happenings  
 

Sign up for our mailing list by scanning this QR code with your phone 

or click this link and fill out the info to sign 

up https://mailchi.mp/822b9918a093/email-sign-up  

Live Streaming: Through Facebook starting at 9:30am. Please use the 

link below to join (you do not need a Facebook account to watch). 

https://www.facebook.com/crossroadschurchmadison/live/ 

-Follow us on Facebook and on Instagram  
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fcrossroadschurchmadison%2Flive%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C906fead29e5943c7bf4a08d9042e187d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637545418284719349%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=x3WAjLRGGoI39EtlhM9ir7Z91TQSHRqh6%2BvAi%2F7dwmE%3D&reserved=0
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