
CROSSROADS CONNECTION 
 

Make prayer a priority! Matthew 18:19&20 says, “Again, I tell you that if two of 

you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my 

Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there 

am I with them.” 

 

Seeking God first in prayer and lifting one another up in prayer, are a central 

part of our faith. It is incredible that we can have a close & personal 

relationship with God! It is also incredible that we can support one another by 

praying for each other.  

PRAY: Fred and Sheila Rehbein, and family, have received heart wrenching 

news this week. They need our support and love. The greatest way to surround them in love 

is by lifting them up in prayer. Here is an update on their son Ray from Sheila:  

My son, Ray, sent an update on his lymphoma diagnosis after his appointment today with 

his doctor: The short version is it is bad. My cancer is in multiple locations and chemotherapy 

is in my future. The longer version is that while they know where it is, there are going to be 

more tests before they work out a treatment plan. They don't know if it is a fast or a slow-

moving type. I'll be getting more tests over the next few Wednesdays, and a follow up 

Friday, April 30th to talk about the results.

 

Pastoral Message 

Good Questions 

 

As Crossroads Church heads into a leadership transition there will be a lot of important 

decisions that we will need to make. And that means we have a lot of important 

conversations ahead of us, prompted by a lot of important questions that we will need to 

ask.   

Asking questions is easy…at least at first. The questions that come to mind first are usually the 

questions for which we already have some kind of answer identified.   

What does Crossroads Church need? Well…duh…We need a new pastor to replace Pastor 

Doug? 

All right then…what KIND of pastor does Crossroads need?   

Here’s where things start to get a little trickier. Do we need another pastor just like Pastor 

Doug? I’ve heard that from people. Do we need to find a pastor who’s a complete 

opposite of him? I’ve heard that, too. (Obviously, they can’t both be right!)   

My sense is that most of us at Crossroads sense that our situation doesn’t break down quite 

as simple as a thumbs-up or thumbs-down choice.  I think a lot of us recognize that there 



were a lot of factors that led to the numerical decline of a church like ours over the years.  

And, by the same token, there are number of factors that will need to be considered when 

choosing a future leader who can help us respond to the needs that our church has.   

What congregations usually find is that the questions that came so easily at the beginning 

of a transition become increasingly complicated as the change process moves along.  

Sometimes it can seem like trying to fix a troubled situation only serves to create more 

troubles. Questions about worship attendance or pastoral burnout often don’t break down 

into neat “yes” or “no” categories. Most people will be willing to point out the symptoms of 

a struggling church, but not many people are willing to consider that they themselves may 

be a part of the cause of those struggles.   

This kind of dialogue can be deceptively difficult. In takes a certain kind of church to be 

able to dialogue well about familiar (even threadbare) problems. Someone may have 

discussed a concern often, but with a select group of people: for instance, with their spouse 

on the way home from church. But sharing a complaint with a few close friends is not the 

same thing as helping each other learn what has been causing the difficulties or how we 

might each help reverse that pattern.    

My sense is that Crossroads may be the kind of church that can step productively into that 

kind of conversation. That will be important in the coming days. 

Several years ago, I was helping with a church visit in a congregation that had had a history 

of difficult relationships with pastors. This was an old-school church whose Council room was 

circled with black-and-white portraits of pastors long gone. This particular church visit went 

about as expected, with freely expressed disapproval of their current pastor’s shortcomings.   

Suddenly I knew the question I needed to ask: “All around this room I see a century of 

photos of former pastors. You and I both know that many of these “ministry marriages” 

didn’t end well. Tell me--do you have a history of marrying the wrong kind of pastor, or are 

you simply a hard congregation to be married to?”   

The room became silent. 

After a long pause a few grudging responses began to surface. As the conversation slowly 

picked up it became evident that the dynamics in the room had shifted. The leaders began 

an honest, open discussion of some of the traits of their leadership that had probably not 

been discussed very often. By the end of the evening I sensed that God had drawn all of us 

into a deeper, more humble awareness of the patterns that can build (or destroy) ministry 

leadership.  

So…what does Crossroads Church need?  Hmmm…that’s a good question. Let’s talk.   

NOTE:  A number of people had wondered what the exact start time would be for our 

congregational portion of our Dialogue Summit, described in an email from Council last 

weekend.  The first session (open to the entire congregation) will be scheduled for 6:30-9:00 

pm.  The exact evening will be announced once the survey results are all in.  The 

congregational session will be followed by a Council session probably on the following day.   

Thanks for your responses! 



Pastor Ron can be reached by email at ronvanderwell@gmail.com, or you can text or call 

him at 815-258-7340.

                                                Crossroad’s Highlight 

 
My name is Heather Hoefen. I have been 

coming to crossroads since I was pregnant with 

Parker, so about 13 years now.  I grew up around 

southern Wisconsin but moved around many 

times with a father who was a pastor. My mom 

though, Bonnie Hill, is my anchor to the Christian 

faith. She brought us to Crossroads.  I have been 

married to my husband Jeff for 19 years this 

October.  He is a firefighter in Madison since 2008 

and I have been a chiropractor for 20 years now. 

That is my passion in life; helping people heal, 

get out of pain, and live the life God intended 

for them. Outside of work, I love to garden, 

putter in my flowers and be outdoors. I have 

really enjoyed being a part of some of the 

creative aspects of the remodel and can see the 

possibilities for the next generation of Crossroads 

members. I just want to encourage all of us to open 

are hearts and minds to change and new beginnings. Thank you for letting me serve with 

you! 

 

Unashamed Youth 

& 

Kingdom Kids 
 

We are winding down as the school year is coming to a close. We will finish up our series, Mirror, and 

close out our year honoring our seniors: Kaden and Mikendra. The youth will be challenged this summer 

to draw closer to God by diving into His word daily!  

Pastor Ryan: 608-335-2785 or rymoorad@gmail.com 

 

Coffee Break 

 
On April 15th, we had a great turnout for our first in-person Coffee Break since COVID. All 

sessions through the end of this Coffee Break season will be offered in person at Crossroads 

Church, 3815 S. Dutch Mill Road as well as on Zoom, see link below. We are changing our 

meeting location to the Community Room (the glassed-in room to the right of the front 
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entrance). If you come to the church, please remember your mask and we have plenty of 

space. If you have questions or concerns, please call Shirley McCallum 608-257-1601. Don't 

worry if you have not been attending earlier sessions you will be able to jump right into the 

Christian Fellowship and feel God's presence in His Word!  

        

        Apr 29, 2021 09:00 AM - Lesson 11: An Answer to Prayer - Genesis 24:1-67 

        May 6, 2021 09:00 AM - Lesson 12: Beginning and Ending - Genesis 25:1-18 [This session 

will include a brunch at the church.] 

 

Join Zoom Meeting April 8-May 6 using this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85120941737?pwd=clNwMzd3bmc1eXROWTQremVLMkR4QT09 

Meeting ID: 851 2094 1737 

Password: 3815

 

Council Moment 

 

*In addition to the general offering, we will be giving towards Care Net for the 

month of May. 

 
-Did you know you can give online? Use the Tithe.ly ap for online giving. 
 

Serving on your council is Pastor Ron Vanderwell, Pastor Ryan Moorad, David Starkenburg, 

Brock Chalmers, Jess Bakker, Nicole Nelson and Pam Tikkanen.  

 

Need 

 
We are in need of a laptop for Christine, our Administrative Assistant. She has been using a 

desktop computer from church and it is very dated with no Wi-Fi capability. If anyone has 

recently upgraded their laptops and has the older one laying around, please consider 

donating that to the church for Christine's use. Thanks for considering with helping meet this 

need!

 

Moving Forward 
 

What’s our next step for helping Crossroads move forward? The Crossroads staff (Pastors 

Ron, Pastor Ryan, Paul and Christine) spent an evening reflecting on what our highest 

priority might be for moving forward. Our conclusion was that re-developing the teams 

needed to offer live worship services was the most important step we could take at this 

time.   

 

Our challenge, of course, is our apparent shortage of ready volunteers. Because of our how 

important we felt developing these services might be, we began to develop an “all hands 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F85120941737%3Fpwd%3DclNwMzd3bmc1eXROWTQremVLMkR4QT09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C101f45def80945282a2708d903aedf35%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637544871860442905%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cvzbi8uQP%2FN9wCeX0vbgOtY5dSXtuReS%2Bt2TyWc4ZVU%3D&reserved=0
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on deck” strategy for this effort. Our feeling is that it will be extremely healthy for our entire 

congregation to embrace this first step as a project, including all of us as staff and Council.  

 

Our basic strategy would involve dedicating the month of May for preparing for a three-

month “phase one” of our worship rebuilding in June, July, and August. This would involve: 

* contacting all possible worship volunteers (musical, technical and others) to explain our 

plan and asking them to pray about how they could help our all hands on deck efforts for 

the summer months. We would ask each volunteer to let us know when they might be 

available during these months 

* help Council developing clearer roles with simple job descriptions for worship volunteers to 

reduce some of the tensions that can drain energy from worship volunteers. For instance, a 

clear “chain of command” can minimize struggles over song choices, etc.    

* we will begin scheduling teams for as many of the weeks of June, July, and August as 

possible.   

 

If you have been involved as Sunday morning volunteer, please consider joining in one of 

these roles for our summer “Phase One” of this project.  

 

Email crossroads@crossroadscrc.org to get involved! 

 

Media Happenings  
 

Sign up for our mailing list by scanning this QR code with 

your phone or click this link and fill out the info to sign 

up https://mailchi.mp/822b9918a093/email-sign-up  

Live Streaming: We are going to live stream this 

Sunday’s service through Facebook starting at 9:30am 

(rather than 9:15am). Our staff is still working on finding 

the best way to have live streaming available for 

members unable to attend in person. Please use the link below to join (you do not need a 

Facebook account to watch). 

https://www.facebook.com/crossroadschurchmadison/live/ 

-Follow us on Facebook and on Instagram  

 

Help Wanted 

HELP WANTED ● VOLUNTEER MENTOR/PROOFREADER 

Bible League International has an opportunity for a Volunteer Mentor to coach Bible 

League Communication Specialists who know English as their second language (ESL). The 

ESL Mentor will proofread testimonies and prayer requests written by Communication 

Specialists searching for spelling and grammar mistakes, explaining needed changes. If you 

are interested, contact Deanna 866‐825‐4636 ● DVanSwol@bibleleague.org 
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