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Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one 
person at a time.  

This week, in the life of the church, our Scripture Lesson has John the Baptist introducing Jesus to the world as 

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” If we’ve grown up in the church we know 

enough about lambs to know they become sacrificial – at least the best ones. They die because of somebody 

else’s wrongs and atrocities. Hardly seems fair, to say the least. And, thankfully, in God’s economy little is 

fair as we often want fair to be. We want those who sin against us to pay! In fact, we want them to pay so 

desperately that we often hang on to the poison of bitterness and resentment, eating this poison ourselves, all 

the while believing we are making them pay. 

But when it comes to our wrongs and atrocities, well, we’d like a little grace – well, actually, I’d like buckets 

of grace! I don’t want things to be ‘fair’ when it comes to me. We don’t want things to be fair when it comes 

to ourselves – just others. 

In John 1, John (the one in camel skin and baptizing, not the one writing) announces Jesus as the Lamb of God 

who is here to make things not fair. He is the One who will take away the sin of the world. That’s great 

news! 

However, I’m digressing a little from where I was originally thinking of going in this e-mail.  

In looking at this passage we often focus on Jesus as this Lamb of God – and this is as it should be. And what 

we often miss is what happens to John’s ministry and John’s life after this – it is basically finished. He 

spends 30 years of his life getting ready to be the announcer of the arrival of the Christ, and when he does 

some of his best disciples leave him for Jesus, and Jesus’ ministry and baptism take over the story. In fact, 

John himself says that the reason he baptized was simply to prepare for Jesus. It was all about Jesus. Later, 

when John’s disciples come to ‘complain’ that the people are preferring Jesus’ baptism over John’s he 

readily takes the back seat and says that this is the way it is supposed to be. 

In other words, John willingly sees his entire life’s work simply fade in significance for the sake of Jesus. 

How different this seems to be than what we expect in our lives. I’ll speak for myself, but I very often want 

things to go my way so that Jesus looks better. I want my church to be successful so that Jesus looks better. I 

want my faith to grow so that Jesus looks better. And what I am missing in all of this is precisely what John 

understood – he nor I can make Jesus look any better than He already does. We cannot make Jesus any 

greater than He already is. In fact, one of the things the writer John does in the first chapter of this gospel is 

show that Jesus is far greater and infinitely more than all the claims being made about him! 

We will say we want our church to be successful so that Christ is honored, and in saying this do we reveal an 

underlying belief that we do not believe Jesus can be honored when life fails, when all that we hope to 

accomplish goes up in smoke? 
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This is in essence what happens to John. It will not be too much longer and he will be incarcerated by Herod, 

and while sitting in prison he will have strong doubts about Jesus. Yet, Jesus was honored by John’s fading. 

Jesus was honored by disciples leaving John. 

We believe success will make Jesus more palatable, more believable, and a more powerful witness to the 

world. John’s story seems to tell us the opposite. As one writer put it, “The church is the church because of 

who Jesus is not because of who we are.” 

I wonder what accomplishment, what success, what thing you are hanging on to, believing it will make Jesus 

appear greater than He already is. Let it go! He’s already infinitely more than you and I could ever 

understand, and He really wants to show His greatness in your and my weakness. 

 

This Sunday 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. This Sunday is the 2nd Sunday of the season of Epiphany – of Jesus 

appearing to the world - and we are invited to hear John’s invitation to The Lamb of God. Our Scripture lesson 

is from John 1.29-42. 

Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share this worship time with them! 

  

Offering for the Month of January: Bethany Christian Services  

Headquartered in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Bethany is a not-for-profit, pro-life, Christian adoption and family 

services agency. It manifests the love and compassion of Jesus Christ by protecting and enhancing the lives of 

children and families through quality social services. 

and 

Children’s Offering - Child Evangelism Fellowship  

CEF works to bring Jesus into the lives of boys and girls and help them find a good church that will help them 

live for Jesus. CEF has many different minis-tries for children, but the primary ones are the Good News Club 

and the 5-Day. 

 

Adult Education Classes  

Con continues leading the study of the book of Isaiah. 

 

Laurie begins a new class entitled “The Emotionally Healthy Church” which will follow the book and 

workbook by Peter Scazzero.  



Many passionate Christians still struggle with loneliness, grief and insecurity. She will help us look at six 

principles to help us grow. 

Please contact Laurie Bauer with questions. 

  

This Week 

  

UNASHAMED Youth 

This Wednesday – January 22
nd

:  

Nutrition and the Bible  

with Shirley M.  

For more detailed information and if you have any questions, 

please contact:  

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: 

crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com or  

call/text: (608) 335-2785 

   

KINGDOM KIDS  

This Wednesday - January 22
nd:   

Nutrition and the Bible  

with Shirley M.  
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For more detailed information and if you have any questions, 

please contact:  

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: 

crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com or  

call/text: (608) 335-2785 

  

Women’s Bible Study 

Thursday Morning Coffee Break 

All women are invited to join us on Thursday mornings at 9AM for Coffee Break 

Bible Study.  

This week we will start a new study called "Twelve Women of the Bible". Instead 

of the typical women's study of Ruth, this Bible study looks at and discusses a 

variety of women (some unnamed) and the roles they played in God's Story.  

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Shirley. 

  

  

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 
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