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I was hot and sticky last night. I thought about turning on the air conditioning, and then thought, “Last week I 

wrote about how strangely cold the weather was this time of year. It will change, and turn cooler again. I’ll 

wait a few days.” And in the meantime Vicki and I feel clammy and sweaty when it was not necessary. We 

generally act confused because our biological clocks seem all out of whack because of the different spring 

we have had. 

Once again, I correlate this to my relationship with God – how often I keep living with whacky ideas I think to 

be true – truly believing them even when life does not support these ideas with which I am living.  

We’ve all done this, and we all continue to do this because we all interpret reality through the lenses of our 

experiences. 

However, if there is one truth that Scripture is very clear on it is that our experiences are not reliable indicators 

of God’s reality. That is why it is so important for me to stay “in the Word” as we sometimes call it – why it 

is so important to read the Bible every day and spend time in quietness and prayer. 

Of these, I suspect the quietness is the most difficult. Most of us have been raised to believe that empty hands 

are the tools of the devil, or we have been raising our children to believe their value and worth is tied to how 

many extra-curricular activities they are involved in or how successful their most recent team has been. 

In such environments and messages there is little time for quiet listening to the voice of God – a voice what 

often is silent itself. Thus, much of our quietness feels as if it has been unproductive. 

However, this feeling of quietness as nonproductivity is as out of whack as my thinking the air conditioning 

can stay off for a while because the days will turn cooler soon. Quietness, in and of itself, enables our souls 

to catch up to our bodies. God did not create us to be going full speed 24/7. He did not even create us to be 

going full speed 18/7, nor 12/7, nor 8/7, nor 4/7! He created us to be creatures who needed rest, quiet, 

nonproductivity time! When we run ourselves at full speed, and worse, ask our children to buy into this 

mentality we are running against what God made us to be – totally dependent on Him. This is why the Bible 

is very clear about taking 1 day in 7 off – it is called Sabbath – rest, and it is a requirement from God. 

What quiet does teach is rest and dependence on God. In my quiet I come to terms with a God who can 

accomplish more than I can ask or think despite the fact that I am quiet, not physically active.  

Once again I ask “In whose reality are you living?” 
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God’s reality is that He gives me rest and play, work and productivity (did you miss the first two? – He gives 

me rest and play . . .) as tools to build my dependency on Him.  

Or are you building in the sand believing if you are busy enough, if you work hard enough, if you do enough 

you will be successful and people will admire you and God will love you more. If so, sooner or later a 

tsunami will hit your beach hut and it will not be pretty. 

It is June 7, 85º and some humidity. It is time for some air.  

It is God’s world. He made you and me to need play and rest. It is time for some quiet! 

 

This Sunday 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday – the day we remember the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. Our Bible reading is from Genesis 11.1-9. – Some strange things happen in this Genesis story that 

have connection thousands of years later to a Pentecost Day. Do you know what they are? 

Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share this worship time with them! 

  

Offering for the Month of May: Voice of the Martyrs 

The Voice of the Martyrs is an international non-profit organization whose mission is to serve persecuted 

Christians. 

This Week  

Church-Wide Garage Sale  

June 7
th
 and 8

th
  from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

If you haven’t checked this out yet or haven’t told you neighbors about it, there are great values still available! 

We’d love to see you tomorrow (7:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.)‼ 

 

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

  


