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I looked out the window just a moment ago and thought, “Why did we plant flowers so early this year?” We 

have pots sitting out on the deck with flowers already.  

Then I remember, tomorrow will be the 1
st
 of June. We did not plant flowers so early. Rather, the weather has 

been so strange this spring it just feels like it is still April or early May. Sometimes life is like that – I need 

reminders of what is real and what is not. 

And often I need this in my relationship with God as well. I need concrete visual reminders of God’s truths to 

keep me in reality. Some of these reminders are concrete places and things like 3815 S. Dutch Mill Rd 

(Crossroads Church) or pews and pianos/organs. 

Other reminders are flesh and blood and have names given at baptism – Vicki, Liz, Bernie, Bill, etc. – people I 

can call or who step up to the plate when work needs to be done. 

These reminders of God’s reality also include rituals and practices that drive home life’s realities like funerals 

and lunches with ham buns and home-made salads, or table loaded with desserts containing more calories 

than my cardiologist would ever want me staring at. 

And then there are the reminders that catch me by surprise. I had one such reminder yesterday when, in the 

middle of a conversation, a friend said, “I’m putting you on my prayer list - my personal prayer list.” I was 

touched even though I caught myself wondering if I was going on the prayer list because he detected a 

nearly hopeless cause or because God was simply leading him to do so. Whatever the case, I was reminded 

of God’s continued care and protection. 

I wonder what those reminders that pull you back to reality – God’s truths – when your feelings and thinking 

begin to wander from what is true, what is noble and what is real. 

Whatever they are, we all need them. And I find when I identify what these reminders tend to be they become 

more effective and they become more meaningful and significant as well. 

I wonder if you too have caught yourself thinking that it is late April or early May, and then found yourself 

being pulled back to reality. I wonder if you need someone or something to pull you back to God’s reality as 

well today. If so, a place to begin is with the simple call for help, “God, I need you to bring me back to you, 

to your center, to your reality.” I have found that God always responds appropriately! 
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This Sunday 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. This Sunday is the 7
th
 Sunday of Easter. Our Bible reading is from Acts 

16.16-34. – This week’s story tells of freedom and captivity. The big question is who is truly free and how did 

they get this way – it is a God story! I look forward to seeing you!  

Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share this worship time with them! 

  

Offering for the Month of May: Voice of the Martyrs 

The Voice of the Martyrs is an international non-profit organization whose mission is to serve persecuted 

Christians. 

  

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper  

As we celebrate Communion this Sunday we realize again that in Christ we are new creatures. We have been 

baptized into Christ and can know the joy of our salvation. 

  

Congregation Meeting  

Our Annual Congregational Meeting (budget & nominations of new elders and deacons) will be held on June 

2
nd

 after our morning worship service. More information will be available next week! 

  

This Week  

Interested in how the proposed remodel is coming along? The Building 

Committee will be meeting this coming Monday (6
th

) at 5:30 p.m. at the church. 

You are encouraged to join them to learn more about what is happening! 

 

Church-Wide Garage Sale  

June 7
th

 and 8
th
  from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

If you have things you’d like to contribute please bring them to the church. They 

can be placed in the “Craft Room” behind the front of the sanctuary. If you can 



help out in setting up or being available on the 5
th
 or 6

th
 please let Vicki or me 

know. 

  

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

  

  

 


