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Two weeks ago we listened to Isaiah as he brought us a word from God: 

This is what the LORD says . .  

   “Forget the former things; 

            do not dwell on the past.  

   See, I am doing a new thing! 

            Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

   I am making a way in the wilderness 

            and streams in the wasteland. (Isaiah 43.16, 18-19) 

In the context in which Isaiah brings this message God’s people were fretting over the past because they 

remembered God’s mighty acts of old and wrung their hands in hopelessness fearing that God’s best work 

was in the past. Thus, their future was doomed, empty and hopeless. 

In response God, in essence, says, “You haven’t seen anything yet! In fact, your future is so filled with hope, 

your memories of the past will be replaced by memories of the new things I am doing and will do.” 

God’s people have always had this problem of believing God’s mighty works are all in the past. God’s people 

tend to live in the past. This creates a “would’ve, should’ve, could’ve” mentality – a belief that if only we 

could go back and redo some act, some great blunder, some horrible sin, then our lives would be better. As 

one writer puts it, “we cling to the past, thinking that we can maybe find a ‘do over’ button and create a 

whole different ending.”  

However, this never works. The past is over! 

The past is over! This can be really sad news, bad news, if you will. This can be horrible news if there is no 

one who can bring about a resurrection. That I cannot redo the past is disaster unless I have some hope in 

someone or something that can set me free from my past and offer me a future freed from my past mistakes, 

pains and sins. 
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This is precisely what is offered in the events we celebrate this weekend – Good Friday and Easter. The 

Apostle John writes, “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” (John 8.36) 

In Jesus’ death and resurrection my past is redeemed and my future is secured – I have been raised with Christ! 

Again, as one writer puts it, “Release the old, embrace the new, and make today – right here and right now – 

your focus. Now is the time for you to live your life like you really mean it and finally evolve into the 

magnificent free spirit [God] intended you to be . . . a [person] who truly lives with no regrets.” 

Don’t let the “would’ve, should’ve, could’ve” mentality control you. Accept the reality that in Jesus’ 

resurrection God created an entirely new world whose daily gifts are love, faithfulness and compassion 

(Lamentations 3.22-23). 

Have a wonderful Easter! The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed! 

And that makes all the difference in the world! 

  

Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. This Sunday is Easter Sunday. Our Bible reading is from John 20. 1-18 

– In the resurrection of Jesus, God was doing something as radical as creation – it was a new creation, a new 

garden and a new caretaker! I look forward to seeing you!  

Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share this worship time with them! 

  

Offering for the Month of April: Dominican Republic Outreach  

This month’s offering is dedicated to providing financial assistance to the 15 children from El Almirante 

Community with whom Hands of Hope ministers. This assistance will help these children reach their dream of 

coming to the United States to perform in OshKosh, WI this August, in the International Pathfinders 

Camporee. The Deacons have set a goal of $12,000 for this ministry, and we are excited to bring these kids to 

Madison, WI in August – an impactful way of making a positive difference for their futures! 

 

This Week 

Unashamed Youth 

This Wednesday - April 24: 

Game Night  



For more detailed information and if you have any questions, please contact: 

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com 

  

KINGDOM KIDS 

This Wednesday - April 24: 

Game Night 

For more detailed information and if you have any questions, please contact: 

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com 

 

  

Thursday Morning Coffee Break 

Every Thursday morning 9:00-10:45AM Studying a Coffee Break international 
bible study The Joy of Sharing Jesus 

  

Mark Your Calendars 

FRIESLAND COMMUNITY MEN’S CHORUS PRESENTS 

“JESUS, THE SOURCE OF MY SONG” 

AT 

CROSSROADS CHURCH 

ON 

SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2019 AT 9:30 AM 
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and 

  

May 5th 

Church Luncheon 

Following the Service on May 5th we will join the Friesland Community Men’s 
Chorus for a luncheon potluck-style. 

Sign-up sheets are on the table in the narthex. 

Do you have a favorite dish you’d like to share? 

Please let us know what you will be bringing to this wonderful time of sharing 
together with your church family. 

Ham/Turkey buns and beverages will be provided. 

  

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

  

  

[if you no longer wish to receive these weekly e-mails please send a return e-mail with 

"unsubscribe" in the "subject" line. If you enjoy these, consider passing them on to someone who 

may be encouraged as well] 

 


