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Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one person 

at a time. 

David and Goliath
1
 – one of the more familiar of the stories in the Old Testament and perhaps one of those 

most beloved, especially by motivational speakers and sports fans. 

The underdog is loved and cheered – especially when facing a perennial giant such as New England, Alabama 

or Duke. Most of us desire to see the small come out victorious. 

And herein lies the great dilemma for those of us who follow Christ. We love the small guy to win, and few of 

us want to be the small guy. If given a choice, most of us desire our churches to be large and influential, our 

financial resources to be cash heavy, our businesses to thrive and our lives to be conflict free. In other words, 

we really value a life in which dependence on the power of God is optional. We would prefer to be able to at 

least appear to be able to handle things on our own. 

In the David and Goliath story the key is David doesn’t have a chance in a million to win this battle, and 

humanly speaking King Saul has no business sending the kid out to fight. 

The point of the story is that this kid from Bethlehem, whose sole responsibility in life thus far has been a few 

sheep on a hill side, comes against the heavy weight of the world in the “name of the Lord”. No one else - 

none of the power names or power people, none of those in powerful positions - has even considered a 

power greater than themselves in this story. It takes 26 verses before anyone raises the “why is this 

happening?” question, and then it is by a no-name kid from Bethlehem. 

We love David in the story, but in the end most of us want to be Goliath. We want to end up with the power, 

the glory or the ability to stand atop the competition and say, “God did this!” 

But what about when I am low? What if I feel as if everyone has kicked me to the curb? When I cannot lift my 

head off my pillow because I am so sick do I still want to be David? 

The mistake we make in this story is believing the reason God shows up to help David is so that David can 

become strong, powerful and popular enough to become the next king of Israel. In reality, the reason David 

has been anointed the next king of Israel is precisely because King Saul has forgotten his “David status” and 

has become proud and powerful, forgetting that “in Him [God] we live and move and have our being.” Apart 

from Him we are nothing! And when we recognize how “nothing” we are, and open ourselves up to being 

used in all our “nothingness” there is nothing God cannot do in and through us. 

The challenge of the David and Goliath story is staying David after Goliath’s head has been hacked off. For 

most who have ever lived through a David and Goliath incident pride swoops in swiftly, and faith and trust 

begin to feel optional. This is where real trouble begins! 
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So today, if you find yourself at the bottom, if you have asked God when you will feel better enough to live 

strongly for Him, if you have recently felt extreme defeat, or if you wish you were bigger or more successful 

the good news is perhaps you are right where God desires you to be so that faith and trust are not optional. 

Faith and trust are the only weapons you have, and they are the most effective weapons when they are placed 

in God alone. 

And on the other end – if you are frustrated because your political opinions don’t seem to count or your voice 

for justice and righteousness is being squashed, if all the power strings you are pulling or all the money you 

are using to advance the kingdom of God just seem to be getting you and God’s cause nowhere maybe it is 

because you see yourself as Goliath, and faith and trust have become simply a last resort rather than the 

weapon of choice. Perhaps it is time to lay down all the struggle, all the self-generating frustration and let 

God be God. Maybe it is time to get in the shoes of the kid from Bethlehem who had absolutely no power. 

After all, that’s where the kid from Bethlehem’s great future “son” would live His life.  

  

1
The idea for this perspective on this story comes from “Five Smooth Stones” in Learning to Dream Again: 

Rediscovering the Heart of God by Samuel Wells. Canterbury Press, 2013. 

  

Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. We continue our new series Hebrews’ Great Adverb discovering the 

practical instructions to life flowing from Jesus’ work and life. Our Scripture Reading is Hebrews 10.19-31. 

We look forward to seeing you! Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to 

share this worship time with them!  

  

Offering for the Month of October: Bread of Life - Cultivating attitudes, skills and practices that transform 

lives, organizations, and communities.  

This Week 

October 20th - MEN’S LIFE  

Please join us this Saturday, October 20th, 7:30am  

**NOTE: New Study Material  

         Men’s Life exists to support men in their walk with Christ. We come together for breakfast to 
discuss the issues and problems that are common to men, to support each other, to pray for one 
another, and to glorify God. All men of all ages are welcome. Please RSVP to Pastor Doug 
(Call/Text 608-469-0503) if you are planning to attend this month’s meeting.  



         We will be using the book entitled 150: Finding Your Story in the Psalms this year. If you need a 
book please contact Pastor Doug. We will be studying Chapter 2 “Dragon Slayers”. 

Unashamed Youth 

All youth 6th-12th grades are invited to join us on Wednesday nights 6:15-
7:45PM! Our goal is to help young men and women grow spiritually and have fun 

while learning. Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday - October 24:  

Soul Apologetics 

For more detailed information and if you have any questions, please contact: 

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com  

KINGDOM KIDS 

All children ages 4 through 5th grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on Wednesday 
nights 6:15-7:45PM. 

We have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and super fun games! We 
encourage you to invite and bring friends along with you! 

Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday - October 24:   

Prophets Told About Jesus   

  

Wednesday Evening Coffee Break 

Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday evening 6:30-7:45PM Studying  

Sermon on the Mount 
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Thursday Morning Coffee Break 

Every Thursday morning 9:00-10:45AM Studying a Coffee Break international 
bible study The Book of Mark 

  

Save the Date 

October 28—New Member’s Class at Pastor Doug’s and Vicki’s: We will spend time becoming acquainted 

with basic tenets of the Reformed Faith, with the history of Crossroads Church that has made us who we are, 

and dis-covering what membership in Crossroads Church involves. If you have questions about this class, are 

interested in membership at Crossroads, or are just curious contact Pastor Doug by e-mail at 

pastor@crossroadscrc.org or by phone (608-469-0503) 

 

November 7
th
 - We Are Leo is a ministry focused band that sings about God’s love and finding hope in the 

everyday. They will be in concert at Crossroads on November 7th. Please mark your calendars and 

begin praying for whom you will invite to this wonderful, life changing evening. (see insert) 

  

November 14
th

 - Scott Gottschalk – author of Nine Lives to Eternity will be presenting “The Making of a 

Transformed Life” - 6:30 p.m.  

         Scott Gottschalk was not only an Agriculture Education Instructor, but for more than thirty years he has 

served as an International Consultant. He has globe-trotted across all seven continents, including 

Antarctica, and more than forty countries, providing service in exotic locations such as Siberian Russia, 

Uganda, Lebanon, and Afghanistan.  

         Experienced in live audience communications, Scott Gottschalk has captivated audiences across our 

planet with his motivational and passionate inspirational messages. You won’t want to miss this‼ (see 

insert)  

  

Get Added to the List 

If someone forwarded you this e-mail, and you are not currently on our church’s “e-mail list” but would like to 

be included in future mailings please send a return e-mail requesting this. 

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 
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