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Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one person 

at a time. 

 

Vicki and I were able to get away for a few days early in the week. We found a secluded cabin near the Dells 

and enjoyed the quiet solitude. 

It was quiet by city standards at least. Mornings we were awakened by the roosters free-ranging all around our 

cabin, along with the screech of the peacocks. It was a wonderful sound and we enjoyed watching them as 

well as the ducks and some other rather exotic looking birds. 

We were able to take our puppies along as well, and 2 out of the 3 seemed to relish country living. Mia, the 

youngest of the three, clearly lived in fear the whole time we were there. She had a brief “encounter” with 

one of the hens walking around, and this changed her. Calling it an encounter would be giving it much 

more power than it deserves. Let’s say she saw the hen about 25 feet away and decided it was reason to be 

terrified. Getting her to go outside became the major challenge of our time away. You’d think by 

observing her she had been physically attacked repeatedly. Her tail seldom presented any position but fear 

and submission. 

If she hadn’t looked so depressed it would have been funny. She had clearly created her own story about hens 

and their potential danger threat at 25 feet. 

As I write this I think about all the stories I’ve created throughout my life about potential dangers – or at least 

things I made in my mind to be dangers. There was the older boyhood friend who controlled by 

intimidation, and I was intimidated. There were professors who we were convinced wanted to fail us all. 

There was St. Louis - 103º humid St. Louis – that felt hostile compared to dry El Paso for my year of 

internship. And of course, there was the fear of displeasing the elderly matriarchs of the church (everyone 

knows where the real control lies). 

My created fears also include more personal fears which I choose not to share is this e-mail. However, I 

suspect you have a pretty good idea of what these may be because you too share many of them. We all 

have fears of our own making that control us and make us into less than we would choose to be. 

One of these oft-manufactured fears is that God somehow does not like us – that He thinks we are a bother – 

and in the end He is going to tell us that. This fear drives us to all kinds of crazy behaviors, and even 

causes us to live self-righteously hoping to somehow win His favor. 
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Singer/Songwriter Ellie Holcomb sings a song entitled Wonderfully Made in which she poses these questions: 

“What if I saw me the way that You [God] see me? What if I believe it was true? What if I traded this 
shame and self-hatred for a chance at believing You? 

When I hear her sing, I think about what a difference our kids would feel if they saw themselves like we see 

them, if they felt loved to the depth that we love them. And in doing so, I realize the difference our lives 

could be if we simply let go and lived in the reality of how God sees us (dressed in the righteousness of 

Christ). 

Mia would have enjoyed the cabin a whole lot if she could have allowed herself to see the hens as Vicki and I 

saw them. 

You and I would enjoy life to a much deeper level of joy if we would choose to see ourselves as God sees us, 

setting aside the stories we’ve told ourselves that create fear, living instead in the freedom of His love and 

grace. 

What if you saw yourself the way God sees you? Why not live that way today? 

  

Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. We continue our stroll through the Psalms as we look at Psalm 27. I 

look forward to seeing you! Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share 

this worship time with them! 

 

Our Offering: WNWC 102.5 Radio - Their mission is to lead people to Christ and to nurture believers in 

their spiritual growth. 

 

Save the Date 

September 9
th
 - You may have heard that Paul Asche, director of The Luke House for more than 30 years, has 

retired. His successor, Matt Rogge, came from being the senior writer for the UW Foundation, and is 

excited about this new opportunity.  

         Matt will be joining us this Sunday. Please join us as we welcome him in this exciting time of transition.  

         If you would like to know more about The Luke House and how you could become involved and blessed 

as you bless others please talk to Pastor Doug today. 

 

September 9
th - 

Adult Sunday School will be starting this week. This year we will be using the book titled 

“Transforming Prayer: How Everything Changes When You Seek God's Face.” If you plan on 



attending please sign-up on the sheet near the fellowship hall so books can be ordered. If you already 

have the book please indicate this on the sheet. 

 

September 9
th

 – “YOU ARE INVITED: We invite you to come to our home this SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

@ 6:30 pm for fellowship and a Hymn Sing.  You may bring a plate of goodies to share if you like, 

beverages and snacks will be provided.  COME AND ENJOY!” - Con and Mary  

 

September 12
th

 – Women’s Wednesday Evening Coffee Break Returns at 6:30 PM! Come join us for 

fellowship and bible study. We will be studying Sermon on the Mount- how this equips us to live a 

kingdom life in a fallen world. This is a DVD series by Sinclair Ferguson. 

 

September 15
th
 – Men’s Breakfast begins again. 7:30 a.m. 

 

September 15
th
 - Dominican Republic Team Dinner 2018  

Come join your DR Team on September 15th, 6-8pm. Enjoy some authentic Dominican food and stories. 

Please R.S.V.P to Pastor Doug or Vicki by September 8th.  

 

September 20
th

 – Women’s Coffee Break Returns. Fall is coming and so is the start of classes. The 

Thursday Morning Coffee Break will start the season with a two-part series on the book of Mark. Part 

one explores the teaching and healing ministry of Jesus. Part two follows Jesus’ journey from Jerusalem 

to the cross. Mark is an action-packed gospel full of astonishing miracles. All women whether new to 

the Bible or long-time believers are welcome. Join this study group that grows spiritually by meeting 

God in His Word and support each other by sharing how God is using His Word to work in our lives. 

Thursday Morning Coffee Break meets weekly from 9 to 10:45 AM with time for fellowship with 

snacks, prayer and Bible Study. The group includes women from churches throughout the Madison and 

McFarland communities. Come and invite your friends. Please let me know in advance if you have small 

children that would like to participate in Little Lambs. 

 

September 30
th
 - It’s time for another family time discussion. Over the past year or so we’ve been setting 

aside the 5th Sunday of the month as a time to spend a little time together as a family talking about 

issues affecting us all.  

         Over the past couple of months individuals have been taking the remodel ideas expressed at our last 

family meeting and working these into some possibilities. Your Council believes we need to move ahead 

with some remodel work and would like to share these ideas with you and get your feedback.  



         In addition, new development possibilities are growing with the property to our east. These possible 

developments potentially affect our property, and your Council has requested and received some 

assessments on our current property. One possibility for us continues to be the sale of the acres between 

LaPetite and Toby’s.  

         We will meet after the morning service on September 30th. Please put this in your calendars and plan on 

attending. We value your participation.  

 

November 7
th
 - We Are Leo is a ministry focused band that sings about God’s love and finding hope in the 

everyday. They will be in concert at Crossroads on November 7th. Please mark your calendars and 

begin praying for whom you will invite to this wonderful, life changing evening.  

 

 


