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If you are in the Madison area this morning it is raining wherever you are. It has been raining here for quite 

some time. By the time most of you receive this e-mail East Madison will have had over 2 inches in the 

last 12 hours. We know we’ve received a lot of rain when the pond in our back yard over flows putting the 

miniature roses underwater. 

I glanced out the window this morning and thought I saw something in the lower branches of the trees in our 

back yard. I took a second look and realized what I had seen was simply the leaves fluttering as if a bird 

had landed on or taken off a nearby branch. But there were no birds. It was simply the leaves had become 

so saturated and heavy with the moisture they were bending beneath the weight of yet another drop and 

were releasing the extra water. They had, as it were, had enough. 

I thought of the Apostle Peter’s instruction, “Cast all your anxiety on him because He cares for you.” (1Peter 

5.7) What I find interesting about this instruction is it does not come in the context of someone being sick 

and the accompanying worry of missing work or not being able to attend a wedding. It does not come in 

the context of a child being near death. Rather, this instruction comes in the middle of talk about humbling 

oneself to authority and being alert to the devil’s temptations and slyness.  

In other words, in the midst of the everyday rainstorms that can create so much frustration within, Peter in 

essence says, “Let God handle the people and the issues that seem unfair and are causing you so much 

angst. Release it to him because He cares about you. He is in control, and He has your best in mind. He 

will take care of you.” 

So, whatever is bothering you today, whatever is raining on your parade causing you frustration, keeping you 

from being kind and Christ-like, release it like the leaves in our back yard are doing right now. Let it fall 

away from you. You’ve got enough to carry without having to solve everything. God has been doing a 

fantastic job for more than a few millenniums, He can handle your stuff for the next few days as well. 

Let the heaviness of life’s thunderstorms fall off, and know that, “the God of all grace, who called you to his 

eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, 
firm and steadfast. To Him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.” (1Peter 5.10-11) 

Enjoy the rain and enjoy God being in charge! 
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Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. We continue our stroll through the Psalms as we look at Psalm 22. I 

look forward to seeing you! Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share 

this worship time with them! 

  

Our Offering: Gideons  

"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations…" Matthew 28:19  

The Gideons International is an Association of Christian business and professional men and their wives 

dedicated to telling people about Jesus through associating together for service, sharing personal testimony, 

  

Mission Update 

Derick, Beth & daughter Maisey have been at Crossroads and shared with us God’s call in their lives - to go to 

France and serve the Muslim people, sharing Jesus with them. Derick and Beth are leaving for language school 

on the 16th of this month. Their leadership has asked them to raise, in one-time gifts, "$5,500 to ensure that we 
would not be on the bubble financially during our transition out of language school and into our apartment 

that'll be somewhere in the north of Paris. We would have to pay a realtor even for a rental and purchase 
furniture and appliances for our home even if it's a rental.”  

Many of you have been prayer partners with the Valencik’s since they first shared this call of God with us. In 

addition, some of you have become financial supporters. On behalf of the Valencik’s we wanted you to be 

aware of this need and provide an opportunity to help out if so called by God.  

If you have any questions regarding this please talk with me or Vicki. 

  

  

Upcoming Events 

August 23 – Youth - Six Flags Great 

America  

  



August 29 - Super Soaking Day – kick off 

for youth ministries 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 

PASTOR RYAN  

Get Added to the List 

If someone forwarded you this e-mail, and you are not currently on our church’s “e-mail list” but would like to 

be included in future mailings please send a return e-mail requesting this. 

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

 


