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Mary and Martha have been on my mind today. Lest any of you named Mary or Martha wonder why I’m 

thinking of you let me clarify. 

In Luke 10 we are introduced to sisters Mary and Martha. We will later learn that they lived in Bethany and 

had a brother, Lazareth, whose only claim to fame is he could not stay dead. 

In this part of the story we read that Martha opens her home to Jesus and His disciples as they were passing 

through the village. This was a huge act of kindness and grace. Opening one’s home in those days was not 

simply providing a “meeting place.” It also meant meals and even, perhaps, a place to spend the night. 

The meal itself would have been monumental! Dinner for 15 made from scratch. Bread to be baked. Meat or 

vegetables to be prepared, but first they would have to be purchased at the market – no refrigeration or 

canning as of yet. Martha is working. Mary is sitting in the living room listening to Jesus (i.e. in Martha’s 

mind, socializing instead of helping). 

So Martha’s complaint or request (you decide which) is not whining like a child not getting her way. She has a 

serious problem, and she is simply asking for some help. 

Jesus’ remark, on the surface, seems cold and insensitive, “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are 

worried and upset about many things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen 
what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” Luke 10.41-42 
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Ok, all of us who have the gift of service, let’s be honest with what we really think about Jesus’ remark. We 

think it is deeply insensitive and dismissive! After all, where would the church fellowship and friendships 

be without people who work their tails off so the rest of us can sit and eat and enjoy laughter and stories, 

never giving any thought to how things ever get set up, much less cleaned up. 

Yet, we know from the Bible that Jesus was not insensitive, cold or dismissive of people truly seeking him and 

desiring to follow Him. So what may Jesus be really driving at here? Is He advocating for all of us to 

offend our employers by taking 2 hour lunch breaks for Bible Study or coming in late so we can have 

devotions first? 

Does He want to give every mom or dad some easy excuse not to prepare or clean up after meals? 

We know this is not the case. I believe what Jesus was driving at by His seeming insensitivity to Martha was 

that above all the stuff that is important and necessary in our lives there is nothing more important than our 

relationship with our God. Nothing! 

And when we really get this in the depth of our being we will be cutting out some other stuff we used to value 

a whole lot so we can get the time in that is necessary to building that relationship of love and friendship. 

Remember those days of courting (dating)? Remember the hours spent together simply to be together? 

Remember what you did to get to know the person you were with? 

How does that time compare with what you spend quietly with God today? 

Do you ever waste time with God? You know you used to when you were dating. There were times where 

absolutely nothing was accomplished other than being together. When was the last time you did that with 

God? 

I know a guy who recently spent 2 ½ hours in his “quiet room” with God. The time resulted in some major 

break throughs in his relationship with God. However, as he would tell it later, the first hour seemed like 

an absolute waste. Nothing was happening – at least nothing visible. However, it turned out to be the 

incubation time necessary to hear the quiet promptings of God in the next hour and a half. 

I suspect on Martha’s day noted above she would have been wondering where this guy was and why he wasn’t 

helping around the house. 

And today I’m wondering what you see as your most productive time of the day? What are you really 

accomplishing during this time, and how does it compare with what Jesus says is most productive? 

Just wondering aloud.  

  

  

Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. We continue our stroll through the Psalms as we look at Psalm 13. I 

look forward to seeing you! Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share 

this worship time with them! 



 

Our Offering: Habitat for Humanity is an organization committed to bringing families and communities in 

need together with volunteers and resources to help build decent, affordable housing. A decent home provides 

the strength, stability and independence that families need, and Habitat for Humanity’s vision is a world where 

everyone has a decent place to live. 

Coming Up  

In Concert at Crossroads on July 21:  

Coming off appearances at Bratfest this past Memorial Day and the up-coming LifeFest stage, 

singer/songwriter Holly Starr will be presenting testimony of God’ love and faithfulness in song Saturday 

evening, July 21st. More information will follow. Holly will also be leading our Singing on the following 

morning, Sunday, July 22nd. Your Council praises God for yet another opportunity to share with our 

community artists who are dedicated to God. Please take this opportunity to invite friends and family to 

both of these times of celebration and praise. 

 

Join women of Crossroads Church on July 26th, 9:00 am, in the Crossroads Council Room for a review and 

discussion of the book Transforming Prayer by Daniel Henderson. You don't have to read it, but if you would 

like to, it is available online at Amazon and Barnes & Noble. The prayer session at the RENEW 2 CRC 

workshop in April was based on this book. Please R.S.V.P to Shirley McCallum at 608-257-1601. 

  

Corn Roast 

Save the date! 

Free Corn Roast at Crossroads Church! 

Sunday, August 12 from 11:00 - 2:00 p.m. 

Come for Fresh Corn, BBQ Chicken Sandwiches, Beans, & Dessert. 

 

Get Added to the List 

If someone forwarded you this e-mail, and you are not currently on our church’s “e-mail list” but would like to 

be included in future mailings please send a return e-mail requesting this. 



Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

  

  

[if you no longer wish to receive these weekly e-mails please send a return e-mail with 

"unsubscribe" in the "subject" line. If you enjoy these, consider passing them on to someone who 

may be encouraged as well] 

 


