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Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one person 

at a time. 

I suspect at least some of you will have caught the irony in this year’s Easter Day. For the first time in 62 years 

Easter falls on April 1, otherwise known as April Fool’s Day. I can already imagine thousands of heart broken 

children, sent out to find their Easter eggs filled with chocolates, finding nothing or empty eggs. In tears they 

will hear someone say, “April Fools”. 

There is a certain theological irony in Easter falling on April Fool’s Day. It is as if God is pulling the rug from 

under Satan’s feet, saying as He does so, “April Fool’s! Thought you had me, didn’t you? Joke’s on you!” 

The temptation is to see the joke being the resurrection. However, the Apostle Paul does not see the 

resurrection as the huge cosmic joke pulled from God’s top hat. Rather, for Paul, it is the cross that is the joke. 

The cross is the historical event that causes the world to mock, and God to say, “April Fools”. “but we preach 

Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles . . .” 1Corinthians 1.23 

We mortal creatures want to see powerful evidences of God’s work and presence. Or, we demand that it all 

make sense, that somehow we can explain how what is happening is really good even though it feels (and may 

be) so evil. 

Paul understands this, saying that Christ crucified doesn’t make sense in either of those worlds. Evil injustice, 

torture, betrayal and painful death are neither power nor rational to minds seeking fairness, kindness and peace. 

And this is precisely the great Eternal Joke. In a world seeking miraculous signs, super heroes and the latest 

wise “how-to” author solving all our problems, God’s way of doing business is through a betrayed and rejected 

Jew who would not even defend himself in a Roman court of law. God’s way of doing business is through 

disciples and followers who were known more for their fear and “save our own skin” response than their 

fearless “let’s take one for the Gipper” attitude. 

God chooses the foolish, the non-influential, ignoble, the weak, the lowly, and the despised through whom to 

do His best work. God’s greatest work was not in the resurrection, but in the death of His rejected Son. 

You and I still like Easter over Good Friday. We’d rather be singing I Know that My Redeemer Lives, than 

Man of Sorrows. But this is simply because we still don’t get the April Fools joke. We still believe that God’s 

power is best seen in the resurrection. God says His best work is seen in suffering and weakness. 

In a few short days we will be singing I Know that My Redeemer Lives, and I will be singing it with joy, with 

confidence and surety and loudly. And, as I sing it, I will know that the best place to see my Redeemer this 

side of heaven is not around an empty tomb, but rather around the tears of pain and the suffering of rejection. 

The best place to see my Redeemer is not the White House or 24 Sussex Drive, but rather at a grave site, a 

homeless shelter or at the side of a broken heart. If there is to be an Easter to be remembered this year it will 

only happen when I understand what the real Cosmic Joke is. 
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Good Friday Service 

Dear friends at Crossroads Church: Your brothers and sisters at Geneva invite you to worship and observe the 

Lord’s Supper with us at a Good Friday service, in the sanctuary at The Crossing (1127 University Ave.), 

Friday, March 30, at 7 p.m. As you exit the service, you will have opportunity to contribute to an offering for 

World Renew. Everyone is invited to a light supper prior to the service, at 6 p.m.  It will be served in the 

Fellowship Hall downstairs. You may park in The Crossing lot, or (free of charge except for metered spaces) 

in the zoology lot at the corner of Johnson and Charter; the entrance to the zoology lot is one block south of the 

entrance to The Crossing lot. 

  

Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m.  as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus! We will also be celebrating 

the Lord’s Supper together. Our Scripture Lesson is from Mark 16.1-8. I look forward to seeing you! Make 

worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share this worship time with them!  

Our Offering: 

The Voice of the Martyrs is an international non-profit organization whose mission is to serve persecuted 

Christians. 

 

In Concert! 

The Browns: On Saturday evening, April 7
th
, The Browns will be appearing in Crossroads Church in a free 

concert! 

Please see attached flyer below, and please help us get the word out by passing the word. 

Feel free to print copies of the fliers and pass them out! 

Also, if you need a post for your Facebook page check out Vicki’s page or talk with her. 

We look forward to another wonderful evening with the The Browns! We’d love for you to join us in this‼ 

 

Get Involved!  

Unashamed Youth 



All youth 6th-12th grades are invited to join us on Wednesday nights 6:15-7:45PM! Our goal is 
to help young men and women grow spiritually and have fun while learning. Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday – April 11th:  

Ultrazone Laser Tag  

 For more detailed information and if you have any questions, please contact: 

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com or call/text: (608) 
335-2785 

  

KINGDOM KIDS 

All children ages 4 through 5th grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on Wednesday 
nights 6:15-7:45PM. 

We have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and super fun games! We and 
encourage you to invite and bring friends along with you! 

Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday – – April 11th:  

Ultrazone Laser Tag 

  

  

Women’s Bible Study Groups 

 (because of Spring Break) 

Thursday Morning Coffee Break  

Every Thursday morning 9:00-10:45AM Studying a Coffee Break international 

bible study “Discovering the Whole Bible”  
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Wednesday Evening Coffee Break  

Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday evening 6:15-7:45PM Studying the book of John, 

Chapters 13-17 with “Lessons from the Upper Room”  

  

Upcoming Events 

From Your Fellowship Committee:  

You’re invited to a chili luncheon and a movie viewing! This will be held on April 8th after the service. Sign-

up sheets are on the front table. 

 

Get Added to the List 

If someone forwarded you this e-mail, and you are not currently on our church’s “e-mail list” but would like to 

be included in future mailings please send a return e-mail requesting this. 

  

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength.  

Pastor Doug 

  

  

 


