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Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one person 

at a time. 

There is a junk man who lives two short blocks from our house. In fact, he lives across the street from Dennis 

and Pam. He deals in junk. He picks up old washing machines, squealing dryers, metal, etc. It is what he does 

for a living. At night his trailer sits curb-side in the street. Sometime it is loaded and I wonder how he can 

move the trailer without anything falling off. Other days (like today) it sits with a couple of long metal bars on 

it, but little else. 

The beauty of this junk man is I’ve never had to bring him anything. He comes and picks it up. 

A few months ago we had an old refrigerator from the basement go out. It was sitting in the garage. I was 

working up the motivation to put it in the Honda and bring it . . . 

Well, that was the problem. Where would I bring it? My previous source for taking old appliances had gone 

out of business. I don’t recall City of Madison refuse places accepting large appliance. So it had set in the 

garage for some time. 

I happened to be leaving our bank and saw Mr. Junk Man about to leave pulling his trailer. I ran out and caught 

him, gave him our address, and by the time I came home an hour later the refrigerator was gone. It’s amazing 

what junk can be taken care of when you have a junk man close by. 

Driving past Mr. Junk Man’s trailer this afternoon I could not help but give thanks for Jesus – Mr. Junk Man 

Himself. Jesus, the one who takes all my junk, all my refuse, all my sin and hauls it away. 

In telling you this I also know that I have problems in my life when I think I need to haul the junk away 

myself. When I think this way I hang on to all kinds of crap and sin that only stinks up my life. I keep telling 

myself I have to get rid of it, and I promise myself I will. And then I hang on to it not knowing where I should 

dump it. All the while I’ve got a Junk Man (Jesus) whose vehicle is parked right outside ready to take it away 

for me. 

I experience another problem with my junk as well. I have some junk (sin) I have convinced myself is not 

really junk, but rather, really important stuff. This junk includes lies we connect to painful memories, old 

grudges, self-defenses learned over time, and the like. 

Sometimes I become so good at convincing myself (and sometimes you) that my junk is really valuable I can 

tell you stories about the junk that will make you laugh until you have tears in your eyes. Unfortunately, we 

should both be crying because of the lies we tell ourselves about our junk. And as always, Jesus has parked his 

trailer up to the front door and has offered to haul the junk away. It couldn’t be easier if only we’d see our junk 

for what it really is – worthless junk! 

Did I tell you I have a junk man who lives two short blocks from our house? Oh, that’s right. That’s how I 

started this e-mail. Did I tell you I have a junk man who lives with me every day, whose trailer is always 
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parked nearby and is always available? All I need to do is call His name. Jesus hauls it all away. I have an 

amazing Junk Man living with me. I simply need to learn to get rid of my junk. 

A Biblical writer defines my junk as, “everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles” (Hebrews 

12.1). I think I will put a little reminder above my desk that reads, “Get rid of everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles”. 

How about you? What do you need to throw out? Give it to Jesus today. There is no reason for you to hang on 

to it. 

  

Sunday Service 

Please join us for Worship at 9:30 a.m. as we continue our series of messages entitled Major Stuff from the 

Minor Prophets. We continue our study of the Prophet Amos. Our Scripture Lesson is from Amos 3.9 – 4.13 I 

look forward to seeing you! Make worship a priority this week – someone is depending on you to share 

this worship time with them! 

Our Offering: 

World Renew: World Renew is our denomination’s arm of mercy as compelled by God’s deep passion for 

justice & mercy, we join communities around the world to renew hope, reconcile lives, and restore 

creation. World Renew is often an early arrival at natural disasters such as recent Hurricane Harvey, and a 

long-term commitment player as they often are still working long after the major players have gone home. 

 

Your Help Wanted  

He has often helped us in the past! In fact, he’s one of the people who makes worship dance when he plays the 

drums. 

Eric plans on moving on March 10
th
 (that’s a Saturday), and he could use a little help from a few of us. He 

assures me he doesn’t have that much stuff so it won’t take all day. But some of the stuff he does have needs 

more “oomph” than one guy can muster by himself. 

If you are willing to help please give me a call (608.469.0503). I’d love to have you join me in giving Eric a 

hand. 

 Also: 

At its February meeting , your Church Council agreed it was time to consider remodeling/updating the church 

sanctuary and the kitchen/fellowship hall area. Your Council is seeking your help in this process. If you are 

interested in helping formulate ideas and plans for these projects please contact Pastor Doug or one of your 

Council members at your earliest convenience. 

We are excited about the possibilities for these projects, and look forward to your participation and input! 



Get Involved!  

Unashamed Youth 

All youth 6th-12th grades are invited to join us on Wednesday nights 6:15-7:45PM! Our goal is 
to help young men and women grow spiritually and have fun while learning. Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday – February 14th:  

The Holy Spirit’s P.A.C.T. 

 For more detailed information and if you have any questions, please contact: 

Pastor Ryan Moorad by email: crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com or call/text: (608) 
335-2785 

   

KINGDOM KIDS 

All children ages 4 through 5th grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on Wednesday 
nights 6:15-7:45PM. 

We have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and super fun games! We and 
encourage you to invite and bring friends along with you! 

Dinner is provided! 

This Wednesday – February 7th: 

Unit 1:4—Abram and Lot 

  

  

Women’s Bible Study Groups 

Thursday Morning Coffee Break  
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Every Thursday morning 9:00-10:45AM Studying a Coffee Break international 

bible study “Discovering the Whole Bible”  

  

Wednesday Evening Coffee Break  

Every 2nd & 4th Wednesday evening 6:15-7:45PM Studying the book of John, 

Chapters 13-17 with “Lessons from the Upper Room”  

 

A Few Things from the Denomination 

Calvin Theological Seminary—Paul’s Missionary Journeys in Greece (Oct.4-16, 2018) 

Travel by motor coach (8days) and cruse ship (3 days) to sites connected with Paul’s second and third 

missionary journeys, as well as visit other major sites of biblical, archaeological, and cultural interest.  Jeff 

Weima, professor at Calvin Theological Seminary and leading Pauline scholar, hosts this inspiration tour.  For 

more information, contact Dr. Weima at 616-328-3110 or weimje@calvinseminary.edu. 

  

Resonate Global Mission—Exodus Vision Tour-There is still time to sign up for the Exodus Vision Tour 

(April 14-29, 2018).  Learn about the ancient Israelite’s journey from Egypt, through Jordan, and into the 

promised land.  The deadline for application is March 16.  For more information 

visit www.resonateglobalmission.org/exodus. 

  

World Renew—Group Volunteer Overseas-Are you a compassionate, respectful, and adaptable person who 

would like to volunteer overseas with others who have common interests?  With World Renew’s Global 

Volunteer Program, you will get an authentic cultural experience and learn about the deep history and 

traditions that define the life of an international community.  To find out more, email Andrew 

at globalvolunteer@worldrenew.net. 

  

 Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug   
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