
It has no doubt been an emotional day today! We all had to say 

goodbye to the El Almirante community. This includes: the families we 

have visited all week, the leaders (mostly women) of the community 

that assisted tirelessly in keeping control of the children, and of course 

the hundreds of children that we all have fell in love with and created 

bonds that only happens when God’s presence is involved!  

Richard (Hands of Hope missionary) brought us to his church today. He 

had asked Derick or I if we would preach. We said we would, so 

today Derick and I co-preached. We spoke from Philippians 2 

and 3. Derick opened and challenged our brothers and sisters in 

the D.R. that we need them to pray for us in America. Our 

comforts in America have lead us to be less reliant on Christ. I 

finished by speaking on the 

desperation for God that we all 

need. Paul lived that way.. “To live is Christ. To die is gain..” This was a 

challenge I presented to our team in the beginning of the week.  

Our team has really grown close and unified as the week has gone on. I 

have seen it especially in the last couple of days. Sharing has become 

more comfortable, games of Uno together has produced a lot of laughs (and a little bit of cheating), and 

just a lot of hanging out and talking.  

It has become clear to me that Derick and I have a unique relationship. God has brought us together last 

year and this year to co-lead these teams. God has blessed it 

because we really haven’t had any tension or miscommunication 

between us…praise God because I usually miscommunicate with 

most people! I think the fact that we can lead together and have fun 

doing it has helped the team grow in a positive direction! Thank God 

for that.  

Saying goodbye is always hard, but we were reminded over an over that it 

isn’t goodbye, it’s see you later! If we don’t see you next year or so, we 

will most definitely see you with our Lord and Savior! We are finishing 

strong! Keep the prayers going. We reminded our team that it’s not 

enough that this just be a memorable experience, but one that motivates 

you to grow closer to Christ! 

Rooster Saga: I know you’re all tired of hearing about this…trust 

us…Derick and I are too! We hear it EVERY morning. I have become very untrusting of roosters. They 

strut around our hotel taunting us and crowing! The confidence they seem to have is a tad frightening. 

From the tropics…Ryan 


