
It’s been 1 complete work week in the D.R.!   

 

The thing about the schemes of the devil is that if God’s people are made aware of his assaults and join 

together in prayer and vulnerability he WILL be defeated.  When Jesus says that the gates of Hell will not 

overcome His church in Matthew 16:18 He was talking about this very thing. 

We changed the pace up today and spent a ton of time with the children.  

Most of the team handed out backpacks to children who have sponsors back 

home and basic school supplies to a bunch more.  Afterward a few of the 

group went to visit our sponsor children and their parents while the rest of us 

played games with most of the children outside of the church.  After lunch we 

came back to the community and played softball and volleyball with anyone 

from the community who wanted.  This time with the children was very sweet 

to our souls today but also pushed many of us close to a breaking point of frustration.  This was made 

evident tonight when Ryan asked for highs and lows for the week during our debrief time.  

 A theme that emerged was how many of us were frustrated with clinging 

throngs of kids after spending a week in the hot tropical sun.  Spiritual 

attack and Satan’s nastiness has been a theme for us this week.  However 

today we were able to see a bit of the truth of Matthew 16:18.  As each 

high and low was shared it became clear to me that God was thwarting the 

advance of Satan.  He was being pushed back as God spoke to each of us in 

the way that we each needed throughout the week.  Milestones and 

breakthroughs that lead to a desperation for God, that has been Ryan 

and my’s prayer this week, and God is answering in some great ways! 

Tomorrow, pray for us more fervently than you have been through the 

rest of the week.  Ryan and I will co-preach a sermon tomorrow at the 

church that we will attend and we will say goodbye to the children of El 

Almirante.  It will surely be an emotional day where it will be easy for 

God to break into the secret places in our hearts.  But it will also be a day where Satan will be at it again 

as he seeks to destroy the joy of a very full week. 

 

Excited for what tomorrow will bring, 

 

Derick 

 

p.s.  you all need to know that the saga with the rooster is not over.  That stupid bird walked into the 

hotel this morning like he owned the place and crowed his head off during breakfast.  Chicken wings will 

be on the menu sometime before we leave on Tuesday.   


