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Kati’s fiancé, Steve, is taking an Intro-Literature class. This week he was working on an assignment requiring 

a 14-line poem about a memory of an important person in his life. 

I smiled as he was explaining because a memory immediately popped to mind, and in an instance my poem 

was writing itself. 

I remember the many times I would wander into Dad’s study at home (before the days of offices in the 

church). Dad would often be reading for or writing his Sunday sermon. I would stand next to his chair and 

watch him. Before I knew it he would have me on his lap. I would open his middle drawer where all his little 

things were kept – pencils, paper clips, staples, erasers, etc. I always loved giving attention to these little things 

– as did my Dad. The difference was, my little things were inanimate objects while his little things were 

children. 

This memory has been vivid in my mind for the past four days, and one of the truths that it has reinforced is 

this: If human parents can give so much time and energy to little ones when little ones seem only interested in 

inanimate little things – things of little consequence, how much more will not our Heavenly Father willingly 

give time to our seemingly little things, to our seemingly insignificant trials and temptations. 

It reminds me of two parallel teachings in the Gospels: 

If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!                                   Matthew 7:11 

If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!                                                    Luke 11:13 

Just thought that you may need this reminder today – I know I did. 

  

Sunday 

Sunday: This Sunday’s Lesson is a strange story of a face so brilliant it frightens those who see it. As strange 
as it is, this story allows us to see who Jesus is, and through seeing this, bring us to God. The Bible reading is 

found in Exodus 34.29-35. 
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We will also celebrate the Lord’s Supper during our morning worship. 

  

Our second offering will be for Denominational Ministries 

In the Christian Reformed Church, one important way that we participate in God’s kingdom work is through 

“ministry shares” - a way of sharing in the support of the important work of ministries within our 

denomination.  The following ministries are part of Ministry Shares:  Back to God Ministries International, 

Faith Alive Christian Resources, Home Missions, World Missions, and Special Assistance Fund to help 

smaller churches, Calvin College, Calvin Theological Seminary, chaplains and support of the disabled. 

If you are interested in learning more about some of these ministries please visit 

https://www.crcna.org/ministryshares/what-we-do 

Join us for Adult and Youth Education Classes after our worship. 

New Member's Class 

Pastor Doug and Vicki will be hosting a New Member's Class this afternoon from 1-4 pm. Time will be spent 

becoming acquainted with basic tenets of the Reformed Faith, with the history of Crossroads Church that has 

made us who we are, and with discovering what membership in Crossroads Church involves. If you are 

interested in membership at Crossroads or just curious, please plan on joining this class to be held at Pastor 

Doug and Vicki's. 

Check it Out 

Kingdom Kids                                  

All children ages 4 through 5
th

 grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on every Wednesday night from 6:15 -7:45 

pm. Snacks are provided for all. In addition, we have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and some super 

fun games. Invite your friends to come too. 

Unashamed Youth 

Please join us every Wednesday night from 6:15 – 7:45 pm. Our goal is to help the boys and girls grow 

spiritually and have a night of fun and learning. Help yourself to additional copies of the upcoming events 

calendar on the sign-up table. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Ryan by emailing at crossroadsmadisonyouth@gmail.com.  

Women’s Coffee Break 

Women of all ages are welcome to come to Coffee Break Bible Study. Our Wednesday evening group meets 

every 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Wednesday of the month from 6:15–7:45 pm. Our morning group meets every Thursday 

morning from 9:00-10:30 am. Our Wednesday night group will start up again this week, January 13
th

, and our 

Thursday morning group started on January 7
th

. You are welcome to join at any time.  
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