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I thank God for friends! 
In particular, I am grateful for friends who are honest with me, and hold me accountable. 
A couple of weeks ago, I sent one of these friends something I had written – not for critique, rather simply as friendly 

information. 
Unsolicited, he responded to what I wrote with his thoughts, and signed his response with, “Peace, from a . . . friend, maybe a 

stranger/enemy on occasion” which may give you some indication of the content he wrote. 
My first reaction to his comments was, “He missed the point!” after which was, “I must have hooked something in him to get 

this kind of response.” 
I knew I should respond. Yet, I really did not want to “argue” things through e-mail, and given he had hooked me emotionally 

with what he wrote, I wasn’t up for a long telephone conversation. 
This morning, sitting at my desk, I knew I had to respond. To say nothing was not to be a friend. Responding would at least 

clarify things I may have missed in his critique. 
I resolved to respond “later”, procrastinating a little longer, when my phone rang. I won’t tell you what I thought when I saw his 

name on caller ID. 
I answered and we had a wonderful conversation that created laughter only true friends can experience. In the laughter I realized 

how blessed I am to be able to call him friend. And in our laughter I was reminded that sometimes friendly enemies are some of 

God’s surprising blessings. 
Proverbs 27.9 -“Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness of a friend springs from their heartfelt 
advice.” 
  

Sunday 

Sunday: This Sunday’s Lesson contains some harsh responses by Jesus to friends and family. We will take a look at what 

prompted this critique and reflect on how Jesus’ words may motivate us to action. The Bible reading is found in Luke 4.22-30. 
  
Our second offering will be for Benevolence Fund - This offering for Benevolence & Social Justice will enable Crossroads to 

help families in need and meet local requests for assistance as they arise. 

Children’s Sunday School will meet this Sunday 
Adult Sunday School will be replaced by our Listening time. 
  
Listening & Discussion 
This Sunday, everyone is invited to join in our time of Listening and Discussion after our morning service. Please refer to the 

letter sent to you for more information. Additional letters are located on the table in the foyer. The Council also encourages you 

to stay for a light lunch after this time together. As always, if you have questions or would like further information please talk to 

Pastor Doug or one of your Council members. 
  
Luncheon Today 
Following our Listening & Discussion today the Fellowship Committee will be serving a light lunch in the fellowship hall. We 

hope you will join us. 
  

Check it Out 

Kingdom Kids                                 
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All children ages 4 through 5
th
 grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on every Wednesday night from 6:15 -7:45 pm. Snacks are 

provided for all. In addition, we have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and some super fun games. Invite your friends to 

come too. 
  
Unashamed Youth 
Please join us every Wednesday night from 6:15 – 7:45 pm. Our goal is to help the boys and girls grow spiritually and have a 

night of fun and learning. Help yourself to additional copies of the upcoming events calendar on the sign-up table. 
If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Ryan. 
  
Women’s Coffee Break 
Women of all ages are welcome to come to Coffee Break Bible Study. Our Wednesday evening group meets every 2

nd
 and 

4
th

 Wednesday of the month from 6:15–7:45 pm. Our morning group meets every Thursday morning from9:00-10:30 am. Our 

Wednesday night group will start up again this week, January 13
th

, and our Thursday morning group started on January 7
th

. You 

are welcome to join at any time. 
  
New Member's Class 
Pastor Doug will be hosting a New Member's Class Sunday, February 7th from1-4 pm. We will spend time becoming 

acquainted with basic tenets of the Reformed Faith, with the history of Crossroads Church that has made us who we are, 

discovering what membership in Crossroads Church involves. If you are interested in membership at Crossroads or just curious, 

please contact Pastor Doug about joining this class. 
  

Reserve the Date 

Please mark March 5
th

 from 8:30 am - 12 noon on your calendars for a church-wide seminar on Making Disciples. More 

information will follow in the weeks to come.  Your Crossroads Council 
  
Have a wonderful Week-end! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward to seeing 

you Sunday!! 
May Jesus' love be your strength. 
Pastor Doug 
 


