
Crossroads Church 
 a ministry of the Christian Reformed Church 

3815 S. Dutch Mill Road Madison, WI 53718-6805 (608) 222-1159 Fax (608) 222-2755 

E-mail: crossroads@crossroadscrc.org Website: www.crossroadscrc.org 

Christians passionately dedicated to impacting our world with God’s love, one person 

at a time. 

  

We all have people from our pasts whose names we have long forgotten, yet they have left a wonderfully 

indelible mark on our lives. One such person happened to be in Crossroads’ Sunday worship last week. 

Greeting this visiting couple last Sunday I discovered the wife was a former 6
th

 grade teacher of mine. When 

she left teaching to be married, two of my sisters and I were invited to play violin at her wedding. I still recall 

the tiepin she gave me, and often have reflected on this event. It is one of those experiences that have 

positively influenced me, making me who I am today. 

Greeting her and her husband after the service was another beautiful experience as I thanked her and affirmed 

how much this had meant to me. Even as I write I marvel that such a small gesture from someone who had 

been in my life for less than six months could have had such an influence, and I am reminded that every action, 

every encounter with people matters. God has used so many people in my life to influence me, to mold me, to 

affect the change He desired. Some of the actions of these nameless ones were not pleasant at all. For instance, 

I remember as a 4 yr old in Sunday School being told the song I wanted to sing was inappropriate. “We don’t 

sing those kinds of songs here” was the precise response. I still feel the crush of those words – words that 

excluded, words of judgment. And in this, I also recognize that through this experience God was placing a 

sensitivity in my heart for strangers, for those different than I that I would not otherwise have had. 

I also remember a nameless custodian at Calvin College who was the self-designated encourager of young 

students. As he mopped a floor or cleaned a bathroom he would always greet students with a smile and a warm 

word of encouragement. I have little doubt he influenced more students every year than the average professor. 

My list could go on for many more pages. My purpose here is not to tell you all my stories. Rather, I simply 

desire to remind you that no kind act is too small to be used by God, nor too insignificant to make a huge 

difference in someone’s life. Remember this, and choose your actions and responses well. They do make a 

difference. 

Who knows, perhaps a half century from now you will be in some church and someone will remind you of 

something you did for them that changed their life. 

God granted me this gift of thanking a nameless one 50 years after the fact! It still brings tears to my eyes!  

 

Sunday 

Sunday: This Sunday we continue our study of Paul’s letter to the early Christian Church in Philippi. Our 

Scripture reading is from Philippians 3.17-4.1. Please join us as we Praise our God for His rich blessings! 
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Our offering will be for Bethany Christian Services - Headquartered in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Bethany is 

a not-for-profit, pro-life, Christian adoption and family services agency. It manifests the love and compassion 

of Jesus Christ by protecting and enhancing the lives of children and families through quality social services. 

Check it Out! 

DR Youth Team Leaves 

This Tuesday, July 19
th
, our Youth DR Mission Team along with High Point Youth will leave on their mission 

trip. We ask again for your prayers for their safety, health, enthusiasm, good weather and that God would 

move through this ministry in the lives of our youth. The youth will be returning to Madison on Tuesday, July 

26
th
. 

Congratulations DR Dress Team 

Our DR Youth Mission Team will be taking along an additional 29 dresses and counting the 56 dresses the 

Adult DR Team delivered for a grand total of 85 dresses. We beat last year’s record! Again thank you to all 
who helped out in any way with the sewing and assembly of the DR Dresses. They are appreciated more than 

words can say. 

Mallards Baseball Game 

Don’t forget to sign up for the Mallard’s Baseball game on Sunday, July 31
st
 which starts at 4:05pm. The cost 

of $10.00 includes a Mallard’s baseball cap, a hot dog and a drink. The sign-up sheet is on the table in the 

narthex. Questions? Contact Patty. We hope you join us for an afternoon of fun. The last day to sign up is 

Tuesday July 19
th

. 

CRC Leadership Forum  

Set aside Sunday afternoon August 28
th
 for the 2016 Classis WI Leadership Forum at Brookfield CRC, 14135 

W. Burleigh Blvd., Brookfield, WI. The cost is $20 per person which includes the seminar and dinner. People 

involved in ministry at any level of church are welcome to attend. Information and registration can be done 

online at www.classiswisconsin.org. Brochures are available on the signup table. Register early. 

Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

   

[if you no longer wish to receive these weekly e-mails please send a return e-mail with 

"unsubscribe" in the "subject" line. If you enjoy these, consider passing them on to someone who 

may be encouraged as well] 
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