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This week, as I would walk the hallways of church, often taking a shortcut through the sanctuary to the 

kitchen, or drive into the parking lot and see the openness behind the garage I offered quiet prayers of praise 

and thanks for you, God’s people at Crossroads. 

Last week at this time I was conversing with Al Porter, and Mike and Cyndi Owens about the All Church 

Clean-Up Day on Saturday. We all had lists. We all had hopes. We all had images of trees trimmed, doors and 

woodwork polished, floors mopped, etc. 

I’ve experienced the daily blessings of many of these images become reality – thanks to the many who made it 

possible. Since last Saturday I’ve had many express disappointment because they were not able to help because 

of other commitments, family issues that required urgent care and attention or conflicting schedules. All these 

expressions gave further evidence how God builds care and love into His family, and how the needs of so 

many, within the church and outside of the church, are met because of the work of God’s Spirit of love and 

compassion in His saints. It reminds me of the old hymn, Blessed Be The Tie That Binds.  

I grew up in the church. I’ve never known a day in my life I did not feel loved and cared for by God’s People. 

Being an active part of the Body of Christ, the Church, provides me (and you) with support systems and 

protections so easily taken for granted. For instance, recently when Dad was hospitalized in Platte SD neither 

my siblings nor I needed to go be with Mom because the Church was there. Even had we gone, chances are we 

would have felt like secondary support, because so many from their church would have already been 

responding. 

In contrast, I received an e-mail this week from someone I have never met in a nearby city, asking for help 

from the church. Her story includes years of illness and setbacks. Now, it seems, she feels at the end of her 

rope. Can the church help? 

Such e-mails and requests are not uncommon in a pastor’s daily work. The commonness does not remove the 

sadness felt for so many who make these requests. My sadness wells from the reality that were they an active 

part of God’s Family they would already experience that for which they so passionately ask. 

Many of those outside the church with whom I interact are quick to tell me they can worship God on a hillside 

or in a duck blind just as well as in a church. I choose not to argue the point. What I do know, and will often 

express to them, is that they will never find a more loving and solid support than the Church system when 

life’s edges fray. 
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So for all you who read this who are active in your church I say thank you as a brother in Christ. Thank you for 

allowing the Holy Spirit to care through you! You are deeply appreciated and loved! 

For those who read this who are not actively involved in a church I ask you to consider again the deep love and 

care you are missing. Money cannot buy this kind of compassion. 

  

  

Answer to last week’s Trivia Questions (to be answered without checking with those “in the know”):  

1. The names of the two children (Natalie and Evan) and the lamb (Prince). 

2. The ice cream cones contained corn. 

Helen, grandmother of the children knew 3 of the four! 

Sunday 

Sunday: This Sunday we celebrate the Ascension of Jesus into heaven. Our Scripture Passage is Acts 1.1-11 

and Revelation 1.1-6. 
  

Our offering will be for Denominational Ministries - In the Christian Reformed Church, one important way 

that we participate in God’s kingdom work is through “ministry shares” - a way of sharing in the support of the 

important work of ministries within our denomination.  The following ministries are part of Ministry 

Shares:  Back to God Ministries International, Faith Alive Christian Resources, Home Missions, World 

Missions, and Special Assistance Fund to help smaller churches, Calvin College, Calvin Theological 

Seminary, chaplains and support of the disabled. 

Check it Out! 

Kingdom Kids                                  

All children ages 4 through 5
th

 grades are invited to Kingdom Kids on every Wednesday night from 6:15 -7:45 

pm. Snacks are provided for all. In addition, we have a Bible lesson, some challenging crafts and some super 

fun games. Invite your friends to come too. 

 

Unashamed Youth 

Please join us every Wednesday night from 6:15 – 7:45 pm. This Wednesday we have our study series 

entitled Science, Evolution, and Origins. Our goal is to help the boys and girls grow spiritually and have fun 

by learning. For more detailed information and if you have any questions, please contact Pastor Ryan. 

 



Have a wonderful Weekend! Enjoy the gifts God has given you. Honor Him in all you do, and I look forward 

to seeing you Sunday!! 

May Jesus' love be your strength. 

Pastor Doug 

  

  

[if you no longer wish to receive these weekly e-mails please send a return e-mail with 

"unsubscribe" in the "subject" line. If you enjoy these, consider passing them on to someone who 

may be encouraged as well] 

 


